Exodus 14:15-31

I.   Introduction

The children of Israel are driven towards a watery grave.  It is a picture for us.  The levees and dikes of deception have flooded the Church.  God makes a way through.

II.  God delivers his people through the Red Sea.

1.  Our text is the climax of God’s power in destroying Pharaoh and delivering his people.  It is also a paradigm or model for future acts of deliverance.

2.  It is interesting that the text begins with the citation for the people to go forward.  Appl:  fear paralyzes; we stop (get moving).

3.  The essence of the text is captured in vs. 16.  Notice the preposition through; it occurs four other times in this text.  It means to me that we go through danger.  We crave to be removed from it, but God takes us through it.  The other important word here is “dry ground.”  It is used two other times (22. 29).  More importantly, the word is used in Genesis 1:9.  The verbal form is used in Genesis 8:7,14.  The context is the flood.  God re-creates the earth and provides dry ground for his people.  It means this is a creation event.  It is salvific because God is the creator.   

4.  The rest of the story is simple.  God creates a land bridge through the water.  God leads the people through.  Pharaoh pursues.  The advantage of their chariots is negated.   He brings the water down on the Egyptians.  Read 30-31.  Appl:  it is only physical salvation and their fear temporal.

5.  More importantly, this event is reduplicated continually in Scripture.  In fact, we have seen it before.  See Exodus 1:22.  God saves his people from the river, and with it, foreshadows the end of Pharaoh.  Moses is placed in an ark and God protects him from the river.  This too is reminiscent of Noah and deliverance from the flood.    In the ANE, water was a place of chaos where monsters dwelled who challenged God.  He destroys the challenger.  See Ezekiel 29:3.  This event is also reduplicated when the people cross into Canaan under Joshua.  See Joshua 3:17 (new generation goes through the same event suggesting we all do).  And we find it again in reference to the divine power to deliver from Babylon.  See Isaiah 43:2, 16, 44:27, 51:9f.

6.  But the salvation story assumes its greatest spiritual significance in Christ for Jesus has inaugurated the end time exodus.  See Luke 9:31.  And we too face the dragon!  He is too much for us.  But the difference from Exodus is that God provides not physical deliverance but spiritual.  The text where this encounter is found is Revelation 12:13-17.  Read the text.

7.  The parallel with Exodus is striking.  Both texts have a hero figure that is rescued, both have an enraged enemy that seeks to reclaim what he has lost, both have chase scenes and a flight into the wilderness, both have water as the threat, and both have divine intervention as dry ground (cf. vs. 16 and Exodus 15:12).  There is also an allusion in vs. 14 with Exodus 19:4 (see also Deuteronomy 32:11 & Isaiah 40:31).

8.  The text is, I think, set forth in a progression.  In 1-4, a woman is present which I understand as the Messianic community.  We could also call her the people of God or the Church.  In vs. 5, she gives birth to Christ.  The identity is unmistakable because of the allusion to Psalm 2:9.  The great red dragon tries to destroy him and his inauguration as King, but Christ is caught up to God in the resurrection.  In vs. 6, the woman flees into the wilderness where she is nourished for 1,260 days.  Many take this as literal (press it).  I take it as an allusion to Daniel (7:25, 12:7, 11) and as a reference to a time of distress for the people of God.  Certainly, the color of the dragon speaks to this (NB. He can hurt the Church physically but not spiritually).  And vs. 6 is expanded upon in 13-16.  The dragon persecutes the woman.  The verb can also be translated pursue.  But God protects her.  Read vs. 14 (NB. Mixed metaphors (serpent deceives).  In response, the serpent presses his attack.  Read vs. 15.  The water is figurative for deception and false teaching.  See 16:13, 12:9 (deceives), 20:10 (deceived), and Psalm 144:7-8.  The reference here is probably to the apostolic community.  Satan tries to destroy them.  But God protects them from the flood as the earth opens its mouth and swallows the river.  See Numbers 16:32.  The final progression stops with us.  Read vs. 17.  The dragon cannot get at Christ, is unsuccessful with the apostles, so he comes again.  He attacks relentlessly with false words.  Make applications here.  The Dragon is a counterfeit Christ.  See 2 Corinthians 11:13-15.  Never forget this passage.  It is an all out war of words to deceive us.  And notice the object:  who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus.  Both are present active participles.  This is the true identity of the people of God.  See 14:12.  Such are the people that God protects spiritually.  This is safe ground.  God does for us spiritually what he did for Israel physically.

9.  God, as with Israel, leads us through the deception to Christ and truth.  He divides the waters of deception.  He gives us Christ to lead us.  There is no other place of safety for the Dragon is too powerful.  Illus:  many of you.  I trust and pray this is a place of safety from the rising waters!

