Exodus 15:1-21

I.   Introduction

Imitation and emulation are key components in life.  And this morning I want to look at the people of God in the past and future to determine an important element of our daily lives. 

II.  The Song of Moses celebrates deliverance.

1.  Our text this morning is the response of the people of God to their deliverance from the Red Sea.  The people celebrate in praise of God based upon who he is and what he has done.  Both elements are interactive, and the synergy of the two provides our anthem entitled the Song of Moses.  

2.  The song begins with identity.  I will sing to the Lord for he is highly exalted (none higher).  And the song transitions quickly to what he has done.  Let us trace the identity of God as the basis of praise in the song.  In vs. 2, God is strength and salvation.  Remember, this was a rag tag band of former slaves being pursued by the mighty Egyptians.  They had no strength.  God is what they lack.  In vs. 3, the text is literally he is a man of war.  The warriors of Egypt came for them.  Israel was not equipped or trained for war.  God is what they were not.  Three times in the text (6, 12, 17) we read of God’s right hand.  It is a figure for the power of God for there is no other hand that can stay or prevent him.  A key element in the praises is the rhetorical question seeking comparison.  Read vs. 11.  The context is the gods of Egypt.  They have failed.  They could not stop God or give success to those who worshipped them.  Of course, there are no other gods.  But this is set in the context of comparative religions.  Appl:  are none.

3.  The second component is what God has done.  Read 1b:  the horse and the rider he has cast into the sea.  But this is not just any horse and rider.  It is the army of the most powerful nation in the world of its day.  See Psalm 20:7.  More critically, God commanded the wind to entice Egypt to enter the parted waters and then to close in on them (5, 10).  Three times we read that they sank like a rock (5, 10, 16).  The text shifts in vs. 13 from utter destruction of the enemy to the divine presence with his people.  He led them; he guided them.  Read vs. 17.  It is victory for the future (near/far).

4.  Vs. 18-19 are a summary (deposed all) of the song.  God reigns.  He is king.  See Revelation 19:6.  This is key to the identity of God.  Then notice the counterpart or what he does.  He destroys the enemy and provides deliverance for his people through the sea.  Appl:   theology proper and the application of redemption (is/done for us what we do not deserve).

5.  Thus, the nation is praising God.  We could add in words like worship or thanksgiving.  But it is their response based upon who he is and what he has done.  We should imitate and emulate Israel because what God did for them he does and will do for us.

6.  And this is decisively proclaimed in Revelation 15:1-4.  The context is the seventh sign the first of which was in 12:1. John uses the theology of the Exodus to describe divine deliverance from deception.  This chapter is a glimpse of heaven that, like chapter 12, alludes to Exodus 15.  John tells us who is in heaven (2) and then what they are doing (3-4).  First, John sees a sea as glass mixed with fire.  As you know, in the OT, the sea was a place of chaos and evil and rebellion.  It was a place inhabited by the enemies of God.  See 13:1, Isaiah 57:20-21, and Ephesians 4:14 (cf. 11).  But now the water is calm.  There is no chaos.  The enemy is defeated (reference to mixed with fire which is descriptive of defeat).  It is a picture of the sovereignty of God over evil.  It is not unlike the victory song of Exodus 15, and God’s defeat of Pharaoh.  Who is in heaven?  The answer is in the three participles of vs. 2 (overcome, standing, having).  First, John sees those who have come off victorious from the beast.  The word is to overcome and is a great summons to the saints.  We are called to overcome.  In this glimpse of heaven, the people of God have overcome or come through the sea victorious.  The dragon did not reclaim them as Pharaoh tried to reclaim the children of Israel.  Second, they are standing on the sea.  The reference to standing implies a resurrection.  Many of the saints are martyred.  They did not love their life even unto death.  But God has raised them.  They have triumphed over the forces of deception.  This is their victory platform.  Appl:  many are swept away (2 Timothy 3:1, 4:2).  Lastly, they have harps.  The image is one of worship.  The text shifts from who is in heaven to what is done there (3-4).  And here the allusion to Exodus is pronounced.  They sang the song of Moses and of the Lamb.  Illus:  OT/NT [victory is tied to our Passover Lamb].  And those in heaven celebrate their deliverance in the praise of God.  The content is a confluence of a number of OT texts including Exodus 15.  They all point to the majesty and sovereignty of God.  See Jeremiah 10:6-7.  The song closes with the righteous acts of God in vindication of the saints.  What are they doing in heaven?  They are engaging God in praise and celebrating all the glories of his majesty for delivering them from the dragon.  It is this worship that fulfills the end for which we were created.  

7.  Exodus 15 is the past and this is the future.  Thus, we are summoned to imitate and emulate heaven and earth in praising God:  for what God has done and will do, and for who he is (enables him to do).  The past and the future should inform the present.  See Ephesians 5:19-20 and Colossians 3:16-17.  In this way, we acknowledge who and what he is for us.

