Exodus 15:22-27

I.   Introduction

As Christians, we live in a dry and thirsty land.  We must constantly remember what God has done and will do for us.

II. The Lord tests the people, they complain, but by grace, he refreshes them.

1.  We have completed the birth and liberation of a nation.  We are now in the 2nd half of the book which contains revelation for a nation to meet with God.  Illus:  Just as I am [true and they came as slaves] (Just as he specifies).  Geographically, we are journeying to Sinai.  God has redeemed his priests (19:6).  They are novices.  He will test them to teach them about themselves and himself.  Appl:  he tests us.  God will lead us to such places, and we must look to him. 

2.  Our text has three movements.  God has provided salvation from water.  They have forgotten what God has done (22-24).  God provides it again with revelation for his continual provision (25-27).  

3.  The first part of our lesson is what God has done.  It is critical we understand this because it is foundational for what God can do and indeed will do.  What God has done is implicit from the context.  He delivered Moses from the Nile.  God mocked and destroyed the Nile River god Hapi as the presumed source and sustainer of life because God is.  Lastly, he delivered the nation from the water of the Red Sea.  Now, they have another water problem.  Has not God revealed his sovereignty over any and all water problems?  Water does present a serious threat in a desert environment.  But God has just saved them from water.  The Creator can make it.  They forget their theology.  They focus on circumstances instead of God.  Faith waits for him knowing what he has done and what he can and will do.

4.  The second movement engages the text.  They forget.  Vs. 22:  they found no water in the wilderness.  Vs. 23:  At Marah, they were not able to drink the water for it was bitter.  The spiritual failure is in vs. 24:  they complain.  They question.  It is the way of man!  It is not wrong, per se, to complain.  But the undercurrent here is one of resentment and dissatisfaction.  Unfortunately, it is a theme that will dominate the wilderness wanderings.  Linguistically, the Hebrew word Marah (noun) is related to the verb to be bitter.  See 1:14.  God delivered them from Egypt and can now.  More importantly, the verb with the same consonants as Marah means to rebel, and it is used of Israel in the wilderness.  See Psalm 78:7-8.  This play on words is instructing us that this is more than complaining.  It is a spiritual failure.  See Psalm 78:18-19 and 106:13-14.  

Appl:  Give thanks in all things.  Appl:  We forget.  Remember who/what.

5.  God has provided, and here he provides both near and far.  The near provision is the tree which cast into the waters makes them sweet.  The far provision is his covenant relationship captured by the if then of vs. 26.  The “if” portion captures the divine expectation.  They are to obey.  The “then” portion contains the promise of exemption from the plagues of Egypt one of which was the polluting of the Nile River.  The covenant concludes with ani Yahweh.  I am the Lord followed by the participle the one healing you.  The context is that of daily provision and protection from plagues.  The crux of the covenant is the identity of God.  In other words, the water is made sweet (near) with the promise of continual provision of water based upon their keeping the divine identity and word.  It is the centrality of revelation for continual provision.  Geographically, we end in Elim with twelve springs of water.  It is a great illustration of the grace of God who refreshes them in spite of themselves.  He has provided salvation from water.  And provides it again.  Transition:  Water shortages [Aquifers]/Wilderness w/bad water.

6.  The centrality of this event turns radically in the New Testament during the feast of Tabernacles.  The feast was one of the three great pilgrim feasts.  It was a harvest festival acknowledging divine provision.  It was also a historic commemoration of the divine presence during the wilderness wanderings.  The people would build booths much like they lived in the wilderness.  It reminded them of the past and the joy and permanency of their home in the land.  It was also a feast that looked with expectation to the coming of the Lord.  Each day during the feast, the priests would go to the Pool of Siloam and fill pitchers with water.  They would come back and pour the water out at the base of the altar.  On the final day of the feast, Jesus cried out probably at the very moment the priest was pouring out the final pitcher. Read John 7:37-39a.  The allusion is to the wilderness wanderings and divine provision of water.  Jesus is now the anti-type of that entire provision.  He is the ultimate and supply for our journey to heaven.  The text is a mixed allusion to a number of OT texts:  Jeremiah 2:13, Isaiah 12:3, 44:3, 49:10, 55:1, Ezekiel 36:25-27, and Zechariah 14:8 (ingathering of the nations).  Jesus is now the fulfillment of these texts.  The OT texts are Christotelic.  They end in Christ.  He is the source and continual supply of water.  The one believing in him will always have enough.  Further, from him comes the gift of the Spirit which in Acts 2 begins the end time gathering of the nations.  Thus, Christ has and will provide water in Spirit.

The Spirit was poured out in Acts 2.  This is what Christ has done.

7.  What does he have for us in the future?  In heaven, a river flows from the throne of God (Ezekiel 47:1ff).  See Revelation 21:6 and 22:1.  It will not go dry; we will never thirst.  Gospel:  John 7:37.

