Exodus 16:1-21

I.  Introduction

We live in an age of shortages which I call no shortages.  Perhaps some would have us believe that the Creator is no longer able to provide.  We are going to run out!  In recent history, famines are man made.

II. The people complain but God in grace provides manna and quail

1.  Our text is the second complaint on the nations journey to Sinai.  The word grumble occurs eight times in the text.  Tragically, it is a harbinger of unbelief and rebellion.  Appl:  Be careful, be wise (needs/wants/test us).

2.  The first major movement of the text (1-3) encompasses their complaint.  Read vs. 3.  In spite of all that God has done, they forget and seem to think that God is unable to sustain and keep them.  This is a tragic verse.  It means that they have fond memories of life in Egypt.  Appl:  sever ties to the “old” world.  I think they overstate the past; regardless, the flesh is talking here.  See Numbers 11:5, 18b, 20b (question).  Thus, they accuse God and Moses of taking them to the wilderness to kill them.  Appl:  insult/insecure.

4.  God responds graciously with promise and fulfillment (4-21).  The essence of it is captured by the presence of God (7 [see the glory], 10 [the glory of the Lord appeared] who provides manna and quail.  The metaphor rain is used in 4a.  It is an interesting choice of words given they have just come from the divine provision of water.  They lack.  God will make rain.  They lack.  God will send meat and bread so that they will know.  Read 12c.  It is the reminder that God is sovereign over the animal and plant kingdom.  And the wilderness is no threat to his ability to sustain and keep his people.  Appl:  See Psalm 23:5 & 37:25.

5.  And God did this for forty years.  They had enough for each day.  There was no lack.  God’s provision was sufficient for the day.  He created bread to keep his people physically.

6.   And what God has done for Israel informs us as to what he can and will in our spiritual journey as spiritual Creator.  We shift from the physical to the spiritual.  Confirmation of this comes in the interplay between sign and discourse in the Gospel of John.  In John 6, Jesus performs the miracle of feeding 5,000 with bread and fish (Jesus is God of Exodus 16).  On the next day, the crowd seeks him out because they are hungry again.  The miracle was part of a Messianic expectation, and they seek confirmation.  They want another sign.  Read 6:31.  The heart of the Discourse comes in response to their question in vs. 34 (read).  Jesus answers in vs. 35 (read).  The “I am” is an identification with the revelation of God to Moses in Exodus 3.  The predicate nominative means that Jesus sees himself as the anti-type to the four decade long provision of bread.  As such, he is a greater and more intense provision as the text amplifies.  Israel ate for forty years and died.  Jesus says, he who comes to me shall not hunger.  The text is literally no not hunger.  The negation is emphatic.  Jesus, then, is bread that sustains forever.  He is not a contingent provision.  He is forever a provision.  The parallel is also dramatic.  He who believes in me shall never thirst.  The text is literally no not thirst ever.  The well and pantry of heaven never run out.  Jesus, of course, is turning the literal bread into the spiritual provision of himself as an omnipresent, inexhaustible, and efficient supply to provide for our needs on the way to heaven.  Illus:  In a day in which shortages of everything are continually paraded before us, here in a Person is a continuous provision.  The Jews grumble (41) in a continuing tradition of the unbelief of Israel.  In OT, they grumble and receive bread.  Here there is bread, but they grumble.  They want physical provision for what is a spiritual journey.  In contrast, we believe in him and have daily provision for our spiritual journey.  Our bodies will give out, but the spirit is fed to fly to heaven.  Appl:  gospel.  The Discourse ends with vs. 58 and the statement:  he who eats this bread will live forever.  The verb is very graphic and conveys the idea of munching, crunching, or gnawing.  It conveys to me the idea of barnyard animals rushing to the fee trough for their daily ration.  For us, coming and believing fulfill the idea of feeding.  But the greater conveyance here is that this bread gives life without end.  Eternity has begun, and Jesus is food enough.  John confirms all of this when he says of the saints in heaven:  they shall hunger no more neither thirst any more (Revelation 7:16).  Christ is food and drink aplenty.  He is enough for the day and will not run out tomorrow.

7.  Israel received bread from the storehouse of God.  We too require nourishment for the soul.  And God gives it.  We have it in Christ.  Do not complain.  Take and eat and drink.

8.  As the first Sunday of the month, it is proper that we come to eat and drink.  See John 6:53-58.  We so come.  I would like to begin our service with a Puritan Prayer.  As I read it, savor the words and prepare your soul for the table he sets before us in the presence of our enemies.

