Exodus 16:22-36

I.   Introduction

We love to attend celebrations that directly involve us (wedding, birthday).  What about Church?

II. God provides the Sabbath for refreshment.

1.  Our text engages a peculiar event in the provision of manna; specifically, a double provision on the sixth day for a day of rest on the seventh.  As such, the day is set apart (made holy) from the rest of the week.  It is, of course, the grace of God in providing for physical rest.  Appl: busy Americans.

2.   The event anticipates the formal legal covenant of Exodus 20 and the 4th commandment.  The word rest dominates the context and carries the meaning of the cessation of labor or a day off.  But this is hardly the totality of the idea of the day.  In fact, the day is an engagement based upon the Lord celebrating himself and then establishing a day for Israel to celebrate him.

3.  The Lord’s celebration of himself is present here because the text is an allusion to Genesis two and the creation (he rested, and Exodus 20:11 & 31:17 both allude to the creation).  In Genesis chapter one, we read of God’s satisfaction with his work.  See 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, and 25 (was good).  But when the work is finished, this pronouncement of satisfaction is intensified.  See 1:31 (it was very good).  God delights in his work.  What follows is the creation ordinance of the Sabbath.  Read Genesis 2:2-3.  The Creator is finished.  He is not weary or in need of refreshment.  Meredith Kline says that the cosmic Builder is celebrating his lordship and the manifestation of his glory in his cosmic palace.  Kline likens the event to a temple enthronement and the Sabbath rest is a victory celebration (cf. rest in 20:11 & Isaiah 66:1).  As his creatures, we imitate God in Sabbath rest.  We celebrate him and delight in his work.  We come to confess his lordship.  Thus, the day and the events of the day mimic the creation event and express our satisfaction in the finished work of God.  Illus:  A super bowl win is marked first by the team having a private celebration in the locker room with praises heaped upon coaches and teammates by their colleagues.

4.  In the Exodus event, God has also ceased from labor.  He does not make manna on the seventh day.  Again, it is not because he is weary or in need of flour or some competitor has taken his supply.  God is King.  He is sovereign.  He is celebrating the creation of the nation.  And he establishes a day for his creation to celebrate him.   This is explicit in the phrase “to the Lord” (see vs. 23 & 25).  The day is set aside for spiritual movement that terminates upon him.  See Deuteronomy 5:15 and the context of deliverance.  In my super bowl illustration, I mentioned the team celebration.  But it does not stop there does it?  The city that hosts the team turns out for a formal celebration. The game is over.  The team has ceased its labors.  But the celebration by the people that follow the team has just begun.  In the case of the Church, it should never end.

5.  In our context, the day is a celebration of the person and work of God.  They did not provide a mediator to lead them out of Egypt.  God did.  They did not work or earn redemption from Egypt.  God provided a lamb.  They did not participate in the destruction of Egypt and her gods.  They merely watched.  When they had no water, they did not dig for wells.  God provided.  When they were hungry, they did not hunt and plant.  God sent.  God is celebrating his work in rest.  They are to image him by resting as well.  Likewise, in the New Testament, Christ finished the work of redemption (John 19:6 and the final word from the cross).  He rests by taking his seat at the right hand of the Father.  We gather to celebrate the victory, to confess that he did for us what we could not do for ourselves, and to acknowledge his lordship over his spiritual creation of the Church.  

6.  Tragically, there is a minor movement in our text that breaks all the harmony.  In the first movement, the Lord rests as he is satisfied with his work.  In the second, he establishes a time for us to celebrate and rest in him.  But some disregard his word.  Read 27-28.  It anticipates the future.  It is but a harbinger.  See Jeremiah 17:21-23 & Ezekiel 20:16.  The nation eventually becomes dissatisfied with God.  What it will say is that God is not worth celebrating.  He is not Lord, and I will give my priestly service to the no gods of the world.  Appl:  People drop out of Church for many reasons; ultimately, they are disaffected with God and discount both him and their service.  They say he is not worthy of my time.  He is not a good head of the Church, and his ruling and reigning from heaven is insufficient to command corporate celebration.

7.  The final movement is an acting out of the event in commemorating the provisions of God.  In vs. 33, Aaron, the priest, takes a jar of manna and places it before the Lord.  Again, in vs. 34, Aaron places it before the Testimony to be kept.  The verb in both cases is a synonym of the verb rest.  More importantly, it is the same verb used in Exodus 20:11 where we read the Lord rested on the seventh day.  Thus, the priestly service images the divine glory.  So should we.

8.  God celebrates and provides a day for us to celebrate:  our wedding as the bride of Christ and our new birth.  We would be loathe to miss the physical so how can we miss the spiritual and greater.

