Exodus 17:1-7

I.   Introduction

When things do not go our way, it is very easy to become disappointed and disaffected.  We sometimes act upon our disappointments.  We withdraw.  We change our loyalties.  We may even sue the cause.  Some do it with God.

II. The people complain and deny God’s presence, but God still provides.

1.  The context is most instructive.  The people saw and celebrated the power and glory of God in deliverance.  They drank the waters of Marah made sweet.  They ate manna provided by God.  They experienced physical and spiritual refreshment in the gift of the Sabbath.  Appl:  remember the past because it is a guide to the present and future.

2.  Geographically, the congregation is on the way to Sinai.  They arrive at Rephidim according to, the NAS reads, the command of God.  The HB reads the mouth of God.  It highlights more emphatically that they are where they are by divine direction.  God has led them to a place where there is no water.  Appl:  God tests us.  We crave the easy way.  God is instructing us not to focus on the circumstances but on him.  A commentator reminds us so tellingly that Yahweh is Lord of the desert.  He was Lord of Egypt.  And he is the Lord over all of your circumstances.  The spiritual lesson is not the presence or absence of life’s essentials in a desert environment, but the presence or absence of God as the only essential of life.  

3.  The response of Israel is tragic.  They charge God with covenant failure (1-4, 7).  They complain.  But it is more than this.  The Hebrew word in vs. 2 (rib) is the word for covenant lawsuit.  It is normally used of God’s lawsuit against Israel for covenant failure.  Here, God is the defendant.  Israel is suing God for breach of contract and for not meeting their expectations!  Appl:   how quickly we forget.  Illus:  In our consumer culture, we change brands, we fire the contractor, and we sue.  Let me say, nowhere is it written that we will not suffer setbacks or disappoints in life.  We should expect it.  But God is Lord of our dry creek beds.  Faith waits.  Faith focuses on him.  Conversely, they test God.  They challenge him by denying his goodness.  In vs. 3, they grumble.  The Greek word is used in I Corinthians 10:10 and the nominal form in Philippians 2:14-15.  Lastly, they want to stone Moses.  The irony is that God has yet to fail them.  Appl:  “Christians” disconnect from God and corporate identity because they fail to realize that faith is not a consumer culture.  We are priests.  We are to serve and celebrate the divine presence that is always with us.  Hardships come, but God never leaves.

4.  Essentially, Israel denies God’s presence (7).  Is God among us or not?  The question is an affront.  Moses names the place accordingly.  Massah is the word for test.  And Meribah is the word for lawsuit (rib).  See Psalm 95:8-9.  Appl:  We must not act like Israel and presume upon God.

5.  Yet, God responds to display his faithfulness (5-6).  It is grace.  Moses is told to take his staff.  It represents the power of God in striking Egypt for deliverance.  Moses goes to Horeb.  God takes a stand upon a rock.  The word has a legal connotation of witness.  See Deuteronomy 19:17.  And Moses strikes the rock and water issues forth.  It is a manifestation of the divine presence that sustains and keeps his people.  See Deuteronomy 32:4 and Psalm 95:1&5.  God tests.  God provides.

6.  But disaffection with God is not just an OT phenomenon.  We find it in the NT and in our day.  Christians disconnect.  They pursue other gods or . . . .  In the case of Corinth, there was idolatry (I Corinthians 10:14) and the denial of the divine presence (10:13).  

7.  But the greater reality of the provision is the divine presence in Christ.  God gives us Christ.  Paul uses this OT event as a type of Christ.  Read I Corinthians 10:4.  Paul is telling us that Christ was present and was the source of water in Horeb; a source that followed them.  Some commentators see this much to physically.  Israel had a mobile well.  I take it to be the presence of Christ as the source of their physical provisions.  The intensification of the OT reality is that Christ is now our every spiritual provision.  He is the headwater of spiritual thirst and the vineyard for every spiritual meal.  In him, words like drought and famine cannot exist.  He is present in abundance and scarcity.  Illus:  Most of us were raised on nursery rhymes.  Do you remember Old Mother Hubbard?  Old Mother Hubbard  Went to the cupboard, To fetch her poor dog a bone.  But when she got there, The cupboard was bare, And so the poor dog had none.  She went to the baker's To buy him some bread. But when she came back, The dog was dead.  The English nursery rhymes were parodies on the English monarchy.

8.  It is not our God and neither is it the way of God.    Thus, when we disconncect and disaffect we not only act like Israel but we exude a parody of God that is a denial of who he is and what he offers.  Our King offers his presence for our contentment.  See John 7:37 and Philippians 4:11.  Christ is always enough.  His sufficiency is an abundance of every spiritual provision during our exodus to heaven.  If you are not a Christian, he invites you to feed on the sacrificial benefits of his death and resurrection.  The provisions are eternal and everlasting.  If you are a Christian, his presence is in Spirit, in word, sacrament, the fellowship and prayers of the saints.  Take big bites and pull long on the cup.  The meal will never run out.  Christ is all we will ever need.  They way to heaven may be hard, but not without provision.  What can say Chrsit is no enough?  Let us affirm he is! 

