Exodus 19:1-8

I.   Introduction

Election season has everyone scrambling to determine who the candidates are.  Who is . . . ?  I have a better question.  Who are you and are you acting in accordance with who you are?

II.  God establishes a covenant of obedience and identity with Israel.

1.  The geography is critical because we are at Mount Sinai and will remain here through the end of the book.  It is here that Israel will receive revelation about how to meet with God.  Illus:  We come as a function of who we are and who he is.  The mountain is, I believe, a prototypical temple.  This is instructive because where we are can determine who we are.    Illus:  (Denver, St. Paul/delegates are committed . . . ).  See Hebrews 12:22.

2.  The heart of the passage (3-6) is a covenant between God and his son Israel contained in if/then language.  It begins with what God has done for Israel (3-4).  Thus, who we are is determined by what God has done for us.  First, he provides a mediator in Moses.  This is his first of three ascents to receive revelation.  Christ is our mediator; sadly, many cling to Moses.  And God rehearses what he has done for his son in three verbs:  I did to Egypt, I bore you on eagle’s wings, and I brought you to myself.  He destroyed their old master (bound the strong man).  The eagle metaphor is a picture of protection from Pharaoh and provision in the wilderness.  See Deuteronomy 32:10-11.  Isaiah alludes to these texts for divine provision in the 2nd Exodus.  See Isaiah 40:31.  More importantly, John also alludes to them in Revelation 12:14 of God’s protection and provision from Satanic power in the last exodus.  Thirdly, I brought you to myself.  For me, the language drips with tenderness and compassion.  Taken together, the divine actions express the doctrine of election as they were and would still be slaves without God.   It forms the basis of their/our identity.  Appl:  Ephesians.

3.  The relationship between the two movements (3-4 and 5a) is critical.  In the former, we have what God has done.  Now we have what Israel must do, and in the latter part of 5 through 6, we return to the promise of what God will do (done, do, will do).  What must they do?  They must obey God.  And if they do, God will in turn do for them.  The Mosaic covenant is a covenant of works; yet, not without grace as they were done for.  There are three components of what God will do.  First, you shall be my own possession (5b).  See Deuteronomy 7:6.  The word is used of the private treasury of kings (cf. I Chronicles 29:3).  God says all the peoples of the earth are mine, but I have chosen you for you to be special.  Second, you shall be to me a kingdom of priests or royal priests.  As priests, they will mediate the story of redemption and serve his temple.  As royalty, they will represent God as his son.  Their character and dignity will testify to his greatness.  Thirdly, they will be a holy nation set apart for his service.

4.  Israel ratifies the covenant in 7-8.  Tragically, they fail, and deny their identity.  In violation of the covenant, God will kick them out of the land.  In the 2nd exodus, God will start over, but they will fail again (not act).

5.  In the last exodus of which you and I are participants, we recover this identity.  And who we are is determined by what God says and does for us.  Now, Christ, the greater Moses, is our mediator.  He works for us in grace and dispatches his Spirit to enable us to succeed where Israel failed.  Further, he identifies us in the same way he promised Israel.  First, we are his own possession.  Paul alludes to Exodus 19:5 in Titus 2:14.  Read.  Christ gave himself.  What did it accomplish?  See the purpose clause (are/do).  Second, there is an allusion to Exodus 19:5-6 in I Peter 2:9.  You are.  The three predicate nominatives come from Exodus.  We are what Israel was not as a greater Israel participating in the last or greater exodus (are/do).  Lastly, John alludes to Moses in Revelation 1:6.  Read.  He has made us.  There is no contingency here.  The “if/then” language is gone.  Jesus establishes our identity.   He fulfills the conditions upon which the promise was made in the OT.  He succeeds where Israel failed.  He worked for us to do for us what we could not do for ourselves.  But who we are should acknowledge him.

6.  So who are we?  We are what Israel was not.  We become what the old refused.  We obey and keep.  We are representatives of the kingdom of God.  We are ambassadors of the King of heaven.  As the sons of God, we exhibit his royalty, and as we persevere, we are used of him to conquer his enemies and expand his kingdom.  As priests, we offer ourselves as sacrifices in service to his kingdom.  See Romans 12:1-2.  We do this willingly and our souls delight in being so used.  Appl:  The convention delegates return home to finance and recruit [yard signs/bumper stickers] for their “king.”  We evangelize and call people to service too!

7.  So who are we?  We are what God has made us.  We are what he says of us.  And we are zealous in our identity based upon who God is as worthy of our service and the fullest possible expression of our identity.  Let us remember what Israel forgot and be and do according to who we are that the world might know the King of heaven.

[We have a new and greater covenant in which we receive help to live consistent with our identity]

