Exodus 20:1-7

I.   Introduction

One of the most abused words in language is love.  We trivialize it, commercialize it, “carnalize” it . . . and obscure it.

II.  God delivers the moral law for the sanctification of the people.

1.  The majority of the second half of the book contains revelation on how we are to meet with God.  See 19:6.  

2.  The context of 1-26 is popularly known as the 10 Commandments or Decalogue (10 words).  There are three movements:  prologue (1-2), commandments (3-17), and an epilogue (18-26).  

3.  The prologue (1-2) contains the basis and nature of the commandments.  First, I am Yahweh your God.  Both pronouns are singular (i.e., you).  This is corporate.  God identifies himself.  Second, I lead you out.  Thus, who God is and what he has done for us is the basis of his moral imperatives to follow.  The prologue is interesting because it contains identity (I am) and action (I brought).  The divine action implies ownership.  As sons and priests, we are set-aside for him.  It is the divine claim on us.  

4.  It is also a perpetual claim.  When Israel is about to enter the land, God renews the covenant obligation.  See Deuteronomy 5:3.  What follows are the moral imperatives just as they are in Exodus 20.  In other words, there is no change.  I loved you in Egypt, in the wilderness, and you are to love me in the land.  This is also demonstrated in the New Testament.  In Matthew 5, Jesus is pictured as the greater Moses delivering an intensified form of the covenant.  See Matthew 5:1-2 and 21-22 (greater law).  Like Moses, Jesus is describing and mandating the character of his worshippers.  See Matthew 5:6 (God), 9 (man) [I John 4:21].  Jesus is love.  He tells his worshippers how to love too.  And he displays his love on the cross.

5.  The basis of love is also seen in the particular requirements of the text.  The first four commandments speak to our love of God and the following six our love of neighbor.  In the OT, the ceremonial law speaks to our love of God, and the civil law our love of neighbor.  The latter are no longer in force, but the love embodied in the moral law is.  See Matthew 22:35-40.  The requirements of our love for God are found in the first table of the law.  We will examine the first three commandments this morning.  

6.  First, we love God by having no other gods before him.  The text is literally you shall not have other gods before my face.  Spatially, we live before God.  This then is an absolute prohibition.  The warrant is that God is unique, transcendent, solitary in his perfections, and brooks no rivals.  He loves us.  As our only Redeemer, his claim for our love is exclusive.  We must come to his “temple” aflame in undiluted love for him alone.  Before him, in front of him, in his presence, we have one love for the one God.  Since his presence is omnipresent, the demand is total.  Illus [NR 7/9/07]:  The Rev. Ann Redding, an Episcopal priest in Seattle, says she is simultaneously a Muslim.  Her bishop approves as does the leader of the Islamic center where she prays.  They are confused.  You cannot love God and pray to Allah.  We must forsake all others for him alone.  Second, you shall not make for yourself an idol or likeness (of God) which results in worship or service of them (link 4 to 5a).  One is forbidden from taking an image and attaching some measure of divinity to it because it eventually leads to the worship and manipulation of the image.  The commandment forbids the transference of love for God to an image as this reduces the majesty of God and dilutes our love.  Illus [DO 3/22/08]:  The Rev. George Johnson of Prague, OK prayed to a doll of the infant Jesus for money to build a new church.  “If you help me, I will make sure you are always honored here.”  The money began flowing in.  Johnson initiated efforts resulting in a national shrine, and people from around the world come for blessings.  Love for God in a doll obscures God.  In EO, God is seen in the icons.  It obscures the beauty of God.  They make it more than art, but you must not transfer God to the art.  Illus:  St. Christopher medal (Jesus protects us not the saint).  In Protestantism, we simply displace God and commercialize him.  See Corinth, Pergamum, and Thyatira.  The reason for the imperative is that God is jealous.  Love is.  He does not share devotion with things or countenance as the Creator being confused with creaturely things.  The third particular is not to take the name of the Lord your God in vain.  It is literally not to lift up the name . . . to emptiness or vanity.  BDB, the standard Hebrew lexicon, has to no good purpose.  The interpretation is perhaps to take an oath with God’s name and then forsake the oath.  Illus:  marriage.  But we can make application to profanity or any association of the divine with what is false as in worship or testimony.  Illus:  Political season (profess Jesus for votes).  It is the council not to take God lightly.  In love, we revere and esteem him as God.  

7.  Fulfillment is another matter.  God is mandating the nature of those who are his worshippers.  Because he is love and has redeemed them, they are to love him in turn (undiluted, unfettered, unfailing).  They will fail.  

8.  The requirements pass to us and so does the love.  See I John 4:19.  Jesus also showers us with the Holy Spirit so that we can love him properly.  See Galatians 5:22.  He gives to us what we need to love him as he is and consistent with what he has done for us.  As we understand who he is and what he has done, the more we will love.  The response follows naturally.

