Exodus 21:33-22:15

I.   Introduction

If wronged, civil government may assist us in restitution.  In the spirit world, divine government will assist us and will always make it right.

II. God delivers the law of property rights.

1.  Our context deals with property rights.  As you know, it is the application of the moral law, in particular the 8th commandment, to civil life.  You must not steal (cf. 22:1).  This section will expand the commandment.  To synthesize it, you are to love your neighbor and not take his property.

2.  The context deals with negligence with animals (21:33-36), the theft of animals (1-4), over grazing or the burning of a field (5-6), and a trustee of personal property (7-15).

3.  The dominant idea is that of restitution.  The word is used 17 times in 19 verses.  It is literally to be complete or sound.  In the intensive form of the verb that is present here, it means to make whole or good.  On four occasions the imperfect tense is used with the infinitive absolute that literally is “restore to restore” or more properly, surely make restitution.  On three occasions, we have the restitution being a double payment.  Ironically, the negligent or thief is warned that his actions, if caught, may impoverish him because he must give back more than what he took.  What I am saying is the simple principle that if negligence or theft harms your neighbor, he must be made whole, complete, or sound.  More importantly, the nominal form of this verb is “shalom” or peace.  In cases of private property, two parties are unified when a wrong is righted resulting in peace. 

4.  There are several principles here.  Our text establishes the sanctify of personal property.  In Israel, civil government could not confiscate your property.  Secondly, individual property rights limit government and establish individual liberty.  Illus:  Ahab and Nabob (perpetual ownership). If I take your property, it is called theft, but the same applies to government.  We call it fairness!  Regardless, in the eyes of the moral law, it is called theft.  For example, in the case of property taxes, if you do not pay them, your property is confiscated meaning you do not really own your property (libraries and schools).  I think we have, in America, instituted an unjust “monarch.”  Unjust though it is, you should still pay it (temple tax:  render to Caesar . . . but note the irony [calls the “lawyers” Caesar]).  The other vital principle is limited liability.  The cattle rustler or horse thief in Israel must make his victim whole, but he is not hanged.

5.  When we come to the spirit world, we have a remarkable application of these truths.  A Christian belongs to God and has from eternity past.  At birth, the evil prince claims the property of God.  Jesus establishes this fact in John 10 when he says the thief comes to steal, kill, and destroy.  The immediate context is the false shepherds of Israel but behind them is the dragon himself.  The biblical theology is that of Exodus.  The children of Israel belonged to God.  Pharaoh had unjustly misappropriated them for his service.  God reclaims his property.  For trying to drown them (Nile/Red Sea), God drowns Pharaoh.  A direct application is found in Matthew 12.  The context is that Jesus is casting out demons demonstrating his power over the spirit world.  The lawyers accused him of being in league with Satan.  Jesus answers the charge in verse 26.  He goes on to say in 28-29:  But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you or how can anyone enter the strong man’s house and carry off his property, unless he first binds the strong man and then he will plunder his house.  Thus, Jesus comes into the kingdom of Satan and binds him to recover us as his property and as sons.  The word “bind” is used in Revelation 20:2-3.  The binding results in the inability of Satan to deceive the people of God thereby enabling them to come to Christ.  Those who belong to Christ will come because he has prevented the Dragon from deceiving us (harming us).  Appl:  gospel (the Dragon and the world steal your heart and will destroy you, and only he can recover it).  Jesus makes us whole or shalom.  He completes us and prevents our harm.

6.  Furthermore, he makes restitution for us.  The apostle Paul says in Ephesians 2:14:  He himself is our peace.  He is the source and origin of our restitution and wholeness.  In Romans 1:7:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Christ also satisfies the aggrieved party of our sin and establishes our unity with the triune Godhead.  See Numbers 6:24-26.  In Romans 5:1, we have the famous declaration:  Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  We have wronged God.  But Christ makes it whole creating peace.  The context is the fruits of justification.  He makes “restitution” (access/hope/reconciliation).  He gives us his righteousness.  And the Father accepts us as if we had never sinned.  Justification is a legal declaration that we are no longer guilty.  Jesus brings God to us.  He recovers us and makes everything right with God.  The concept is also seen in the penalty of sin which is death.  Because of Adam, we will die.  But Christ gives us our life back and abundantly so (cf. John 10:10).  We suffer loss, but he comes to our aid.  Appl:  gospel.

7.  Civil government will ultimately fail (America we have best of worst).  Divine government is real hope for restitution and peace (best of the best).  I am glad I am an American but really glad I am a Christian.

