Exodus 21:1-11

I.   Introduction

Slavery is an ugly and yet beautiful institution (free/recruit).

II. God delivers the law of master servant.

1.  The OT institution of slavery is, in part, found here.  The context is unique.  God is applying table II of the moral law to the civil life of the nation (10 words to many words).  The essence of table II is to love your neighbor (i/l/o misfortune).  The other vital element of the context is that the nation used to be slaves in Egypt.  It is very easy to treat someone the way you were treated. This text utterly disallows that.  The context also disallows kidnapping.  See 21:16.  Appl:  Thailand (girls), India (boys) [ugly] (self).

2.  Moses sets before the nation (vs. 1) ordinances or judgments.  I prefer the translation case laws for justice [beautiful].

3.  The social context implies some type of misfortune that causes a man to sell himself.  This is really indentured servitude.  For whatever reason, you are broke and have nothing to sell except yourself.  Appl:  bankruptcy.

4.  The law sets forth protection for the slave:  first the male (1-6) and then the female (7-11).  And the overarching notion of the servitude is that it is temporary.  First, upon the sabbatical anniversary of his servitude, he is released.  If a jubilee year intervenes, he goes free.  Of course, at any point, a kinsman can redeem him.  For the female, the implication is that the status is that of a married woman (taken as a wife) or daughter (wife for a son) and is to be so treated.  If for some reason, the marriage does not occur, she is not to be denied food, clothing, and marital rights.  If breached, she can go free.

5.  Thus, indentured servitude was temporary (beautiful), but in redemptive history, slavery is permanent (one is ugly/beautiful).  There are two types of men in the world.  First, there are the slaves of sin.  See John 8:34 and Romans 6:17,20.  Secondly, there are slaves of God.  Let us first deal with the negative and then the positive.  The theology of Romans is that the natural man is born into the realm of bondage to sin.  Sin is his master.  It owns him.  He is powerless to effect any change to the contrary.  The nature of man is corrupted by the fall, and his will is bound or enslaved to his fallen nature.  Ironically, the natural man thinks that he is free.  He sees himself as free from the bondage and superstitions of religion.  He is free to pursue his selfish desires.  In reality, his freedom is only apparent.  It is a mirage.  His desires and passions own him.  They promise liberty but pay off in counterfeits and ultimately death.  See 2 Peter 2:19.  Illus:  Magic Johnson.  The only hope of such a slave is for someone to buy him out of it.  In the OT, there was the concept of the kinsman redeemer.  This was a tribesman who would take pity and buy or ransom his kin out of slavery.  Jesus is the ultimate kinsman redeemer who buys his people out of the slave market of sin.  See I Corinthians 6:19-20.  The word “buy” is from the market place and is used of the manumission of slaves.  Appl:  gospel

6.  But the greater irony is that Christ buys us out of slavery to press us into his service.  This is the theology of Exodus.  The word slave in Exodus 21:2 is the nominal form of the verb used in 4:23, 7:16, 26, 8:16, 9:1, 13, and 10:3.  In other words, God redeems the nation from bondage in Egypt to press them into service to his kingdom.  The redemption transfers them from one realm to another or from service to Pharaoh and false religion to God and truth.  This is exactly what he does for us.  The theology is present in Romans 6.  The first part of the chapter details our union with Christ’s death and resurrection that breaks the dominion and power of sin in our lives.  In the second half of the chapter (15ff), Paul details that this union with Christ sets us free from sin and makes us servants of God and his kingdom.  The word slave dominates the paragraph and is used eight times and in every verse but three.  This is the counterpart of the slaves of sin.  Read Romans 6:22.  In Christ, we were transferred from the dominion of sin and slavery to freedom and the dominion of God and slavery (often translated servant).  The result is that we are set apart for his kingdom, purposes, and disposal and the outcome of eternal life.  Now, you may reject the harshness of the term slave.  But it is the term used.  In fact, it is one of the greatest titles of all of the Scriptures.  In Isaiah, Jesus is called the servant of God.  Paul refers to him as the servant of God.  See Philippians 2:7.  And over and over again, the writers of Scripture refer to themselves as slaves or servants of God.  See Acts 16:17, Romans 1:1 & 2 Corinthians 4:5.  What we might object to is the concept of the harshness and drudgery of slavery as applies to the Christian life.  But look at it this way.  In Romans 6, we should understand slavery to God by the parallel concept of slavery to sin.  We should so revel in service to God as the carnal man does in service to his flesh.  John Murray says the institution of slavery does service to set forth the totality of commitment.  The sinner is indeed committed to his sin; we to God.  Douglas Moo has this to say.  The service of righteousness should be undertaken with all the single minded dedication that characterized our pre Christian service of idols like self, money, lust, pleasure, and power.  Thus, we should give ourselves to God like the hedonist to his pleasure.

7.  Slavery to sin is ugly (set free); service to God is beautiful (recruit). In Scripture, the title servant of sin is the lowest of titles while servant of God is the highest of titles possible for a man to attain.  Christ sets us free from the one so that we might attain the latter.

