Exodus 22:28-31

I.   Introduction

All of us have a conception of leftovers.  I wonder if we have such a conception of service to God.

II. God delivers the law of our service to him.

1.  Our text continues as an application of the moral law.  As you know, the first table of the law details our love of God.  Love is objectively detailed in the first four commandments.  Love also means providing for the maintenance of the cultus.  And this is what we have here.

2.  The word cultus is a technical term for the architecture, priests, and the practice of the worship of God.  Like any endeavor, it must be maintained.  And the law has numerous provisions for it as an expression of our love for him.  It is from this word that we have the English cult.  It is a pejorative term.  But we are the original cult!

3.  The text begins with a general prohibition (28) followed by specifics (29-31) detailing how we refrain from violating the prohibition.  The general is you shall not curse God.  It is more literally to be light or lowly about God.  The same verb is used in 21:17.  Illus:  lightweight.  There is a natural progression.  If God is a lightweight (leftover) then he is soon despised and then cursed.  I would say that God is treated lightly much more often than he is cursed.  The parallel is not to curse your rulers.   In providence, God appoints civil and ecclesiastical rulers as an extension of his sovereignty.

4.  There are two specifics that are both redemptive and sacrificial terms.  The first specific (29a) is not to delay in bringing the first fruits of the harvest and presses.  See Deuteronomy 18:1-5.  The offerings were used to maintain the Levitical priesthood and their service to the cultus since they had no inheritance in the land (teach, mediate, remind who/what so critical to national service).  And there should be no delay as God is deserving of immediate service.  The second specific is the firstborn 29b-30.  In the ANE, the firstborn were sacrificed to the gods (best/first).  But God takes the pagan concept and applies it to himself as the true God.  What used to belong to false gods now belongs to him.  Conceptually, all of life belongs to God and is for his service, but he takes the firstborn as the part to represent the whole.  See 4:22.  And God redeems Israel for service to him.  See 19:6 (identity to world).  But he does this by ransom.  He takes one tribe to fulfill the service of the nation.  See Numbers 3:12-13 (note, mine).  Again, God owns the whole but takes the one to represent the whole in service.  And to provide for the one, the first born of the animals were consecrated to God.  He owns them all.  But he takes the first born to provide for the Levites.  And by ransom, the firstborn male child was redeemed for the maintenance of the cultus.  See Numbers 18:16.  Lastly, you shall be holy (31).  The word is literally set apart for divine service.  All were set apart.  Thus, God takes the best of the crops, animals, and from each family because he is worthy.

5.  In time, all of this was rejected.  The teaching ministry of the Levites fell into disrepair as their due was withheld from them.  In the corruption of the monarchy, Israel made their sons to pass through the fire (child sacrifice).  See Jeremiah 19:5.  They gave God the leftovers.

6.  God starts over.  Jesus is the firstborn and is redeemed.  See Luke 2:7, 22-23.  The best is sacrificed for redemption.  The NT concept of first fruits is applied to redemption in the sense that the beginning of the harvest secures its completion (harvest is sacrificial).  In Romans 8:23, the gift of the Spirit means that the certainty and totality of our redemption has begun (harvest for him/Spirit helps us).  While not yet complete, the beginning of the harvest is given as evidence that the whole of our complete salvation belongs to God.  See I Corinthians 15:23.  Christ’s resurrection guarantees every other for the one secures the many.  The concept of first born also becomes a redemptive/sacrificial term.  See Romans 8:29, Colossians 1:15, 18.  There is not doubt that the term speaks to primogeniture, royal succession, rank, and the inauguration of the new creation of which we are a part.  Also sacrificial befitting we belong to God.  And it also applies to the Church.  See Hebrews 12:23.  Thus, we belong to God in the totality of our lives and being for service.  All that we are and do is now sacred.  We are the royal priesthood.  See I Peter 2:5.  And to mix the metaphor, we are the sacrifice of the new cultus.  See Romans 12:1-2.  And the soul delights in being spent in the service of God with nothing left over.

7.  Redemptively and sacrificially it means that all that we are and have belongs to God and is for his service.  Appl:  secular/sacred.  Everything is sacred and set apart for God.  In our culture, we are taught otherwise.  Secure the American Dream.  Confess God cognitively but de facto, he gets the leftovers.  Jonathan Edwards had it right.  Early in his life, he wrote 70 resolutions and reviewed them once a week.  Number 44:  Resolved that no other end but religion shall have any influence at all on any of my actions; and that no action shall be, in the least circumstance, any otherwise than the religious end will carry it.  Illus:  Don’t Waste Your Life (impressed by sea shells), Stand (endurance through retirement).  But as the first born, we belong body and soul unto him in time and for all time.  See I Corinthians 6:19-20 (qualitative).  Let us then resolve to fulfill the end for which he made us!  Let us give all and spend ourselves in the harvest of his glory.

