Exodus 23:1-9

I.   Introduction

One of the things the Bible teaches us is that our lives are to imitate heaven: heaven has true witnesses and heaven is just.  And we are to be . . . .

II.  God delivers the law of the witness and the judge.

1.  As we imitate heaven we manifest our love for God and neighbor.

2.  Our context is full of legal terms:  witness (1), lawsuit (2,3,6), justice (2,6), false charges (1,7), and so forth.  Thus, we are thrust into a courtroom that is to look like heaven.  The first five verses deal with witnesses and 6-9 are instructions to the judge.

3.  And heaven instructs witnesses not to be false (cf. 20:16).  The word false is literally emptiness and therefore contextually this is testimony empty of the truth or false.  See Deuteronomy 19:16-19 (lex talionis).  Appl:  Donovan (reputation back).  Secondly, he is not to follow or please the crowd.   Positively, you are to do what is right regardless of numbers.  Appl:  never numbers/truth.  Lastly, testimony is to be impartial (literally do not show honor to the poor or the underdog).  Social engineering is not a role the witness is to undertake.  Appl:  liberation theology or envy theology.  See Leviticus 19:15.  And heaven (4-5) also has instructions for the behavior of litigants outside the courtroom.  The natural response of the heart is to applaud when your opponent suffers loss.  Heaven says you must love him inside and outside the court.  If you see his ox wandering away, you are to return it.  Appl:  house on fire call 911.

4.  The second set of instructions from heaven is to judges.  Heaven has witnesses.  And it has judges.  The earthly judiciary is to imitate the heavenly.  Likewise judges are not to engage in social engineering as this perverts justice (6).  Appl:  selections made on political philosophies and perhaps contributions.  Secondly (7), they are not to accept false testimony.  Thirdly, they are not to take bribes as justice is not for sale.  Appl:  Uganda (female attorneys).  The judge is not to oppress the stranger as justice is not a function of geography (local vs. universal).

5.  Israel and Rome forsook the judicial instructions from heaven in the crucifixion.  The Council sought false testimony (Matthew 26:59f).  They formed a mob to intimidate Pilate (John 18:30ff).  They paid a bribe to secure the betrayal of Judas (Matthew 26:15).  Pilate knew Jesus was innocent but turned justice to the crowd (Matthew 27:24).  Thus, they imitate fallen humanity and not heaven.  Appl:  corrupt government and false religion.  

6.  So let us repair to heaven and its witness and judges.  Jesus is an impeccable witness of the Father.  John says he was in the bosom of the Father and explained him.  In the place of intimacy, he had to have been God to share the locale and pleasures of God.  He can explain God because he himself is God (John 1:18).  His works are a witness that the Father sent him because only God could perform such works (John 5:36) [control of spirit and physical world, healing, resurrection]. The Scriptures bear witness of Christ (John 5:39).  And the Father bears witness through the Son.  Read I John 5:9-12.  The testimony of heaven is conclusive, decisive and efficient to convict all who do not believe the witness.  And heaven is also a seat where righteous judgments are issued.  It throws out the testimony of the dragon that brings charges against the elect of God (Revelation 12:9, Romans 8:33).  Heaven is not for sale (Psalm 49:7).  And neither does God show partiality (James 2:9).  God judges the heart and not the outer man.

7.  If Israel failed in imitating heaven, then the Church recovers what was lost.  The witness of the apostolic company is true.  See I Corinthians 15:3-8.Certainly, the Book of Acts is the record of worldwide witness.  The word witness while often understood in the context of sharing the gospel is primarily a forensic term.  We are witnesses of heaven in the technical sense of imparting testimony.  In this way, we too imitate heaven.  And this morning we will meet with heaven to assist us when we fail in our witness with food and drink and to strengthen us as we deliver the testimony of heaven to fallen men.

