Exodus 24:1-8

I.   Introduction

There is an organization called promise keepers (marriage vows).  But the real key is the promise maker (failed/successful and our alignment).

II. The people ratify the covenant with a blood oath.

1.  Our text follows the extended presentation of the moral law beginning in chapter twenty.  The movements of the text begin with a response from God (1-2) followed by a response of the people (3-8) indicating that the law is a covenant.  Illus:  Contract law with signature blocks.

2.  In the first movement (1-2), God summons the priests (Moses, Aaron, etc.).  And the text implies that God reveals himself to Moses as the suzerain or Lord of the treaty who demands loyalty.  Appl:  revelation/response.

3.  Confirmation of this comes in the second movement where the people respond to the implied demand of their Lord (3-8).  Read vs. 3.  The key to this text is the word all.  It occurs four times in this verse and once in vs. 7 and vs. 8 respectively.  Moses recounts all the word of the Lord and all the judgments (parallel 10 words & expansion in 21ff).  Regardless, the stress is on the totality of all that is revealed here.  And the text goes on to say that all the people answered with one voice saying, all the words, which the Lord has spoken, we will do.  The unanimity is breathtaking to me.  They are unanimous is promising total agreement.  I would have thought that the expansiveness of the covenant would have generated a cry for help and assistance.  See 19:8.  Men need grace.  God is gracious.  Regardless, they do not ask; they affirm total compliance.  Appl:  covenant of works.  

4.  Their response moves Moses to formally ratify the agreement.  In vs. 4, he writes the words of the covenant.  Illus:  oral to written contract.  He builds an altar that represents God.  He builds twelve pillars that represent the 12 tribes.  Sacrifices are made in vs. 6 to institute a blood covenant.  First, blood is sprinkled on the altar.  Then, the people reaffirm their commitment to fulfill their part of the covenant and then blood is sprinkled on the people.  Read vs. 7-8.  Notice again all these words.  This is the 6th occurrence of “all” highlighting their total commitment to perform.  Furthermore, the MT reads literally the covenant which the Lord cut with you.  The significance of this is that the people are taking an oath with the realization that, if they fail, what happened to the animals will happen upon them.  They are pledging to fulfill their role upon the pain of being cut.  Illus:  cross my heart, hope to die, stick a needle in my eye.  See Jeremiah 34:15 & 20. Thus, we have a covenant of works and the people pledge their lives to fulfill their part.

5.  I have learned over the years that it is easy to promise, but the doing thereof is an entirely different matter.  Appl:  story.   Tragically, as you know, the nation will fall into idolatry and be cut off from the land.  Like the first Adam, they fail the covenant of works.  They are not promise keepers.  The promise maker is doomed.

6.  Thankfully, God does not end his redemptive purposes with this promise maker.  In grace, he makes and keeps his own promises and this extends to the promises of our redemption.  There is an example of this in the OT.  See Genesis 15:8-10, 12, and 17.  In this last text, God alone ratifies the covenant.  This is a great picture of grace or the truth that fulfillment is not based on anything within or without the great patriarch.  God is the maker and keeper for Abraham who is asleep.

7.  And our redemption falls upon a promise maker too.  And his pledge is the same as the nation.  He must do all the law.  In the context of the Sermon on the Mount, which is an intensification of the Law of Moses, Jesus affirms to work to fulfill all of the law.  See Matthew 5:17-18.  In Greek, iota is the smallest vowel in the alphabet.  The stroke is a reference to the smallest changes in distinguishing some Hebrew consonants from others.  In other words, nothing is left undone by Christ.  See Luke 24:44.  Here we transition from disobedience to obedience, promises failed to promises kept, and from death to life.   He takes upon himself the full weight and obligation of Moses, and satisfies the requirement.   In our Lord’s high priestly prayer of John 17, he confesses his success to the Father.  Read 17:4.  Israel has left the law undone, but he has done.  In his active and passive obedience, our Lord accrues no legal liability.  The new promise maker delivers.  So why is he cut?  He fulfills the covenant of works for us.  He takes upon himself the full weight of our legal liability and fully cures the demands of eternal justice.  In an act of substitution, the penalty falls upon him and is spent.  Conversely, as our substitute, the merit of his full obedience is transferred to our account.  We become, before the law, as if we had never failed.  The many become obedient in the one.  See Romans 5:19.

8.  In the near movement of this text, the people take a blood oath to which they are ill suited to keep.  In the distant movement, Christ takes a blood oath to which he is fully able to keep and discharge.  The result is our forgiveness.  He keeps what we cannot fulfill.  His performance becomes ours.  The promise maker is our promise keeper.

9.  If you are not a Christian, you have a liability of failed promises you cannot perform or pay.  You need Christ, the promise maker and keeper.  If you are a Christian, this truth should bind you in love and loyalty all the more to Christ your promise maker and keeper.

