Exodus 24:9-18

I.   Introduction

The great desire of the Christian is to meet with God.  But it is God who must tell us how, where, when, and with whom.

II. God meets with Moses to reveal how we are to meet with him.

1.  Natural man cannot know or reach up to God.  God must reach down.  He does that here with Moses in immanence and transcendence.  The location, Mount Sinai, is instructive because it is suggestive of a temple.  God first revealed himself to Moses here.  See 3:1, 12 (NB. Worship).  We have implied boundaries that are later reduplicated in the tabernacle and temple.  Specifically, the people are at the base of the mountain, the priests can come near, and Moses ascends to the top (cf. 19:12, 22; 24:1-2).  In 9-11, Moses, the priests, and the elders ascend the mountain, and on that mountain they see and commune with God.  The word see is not the normal word used for visual sight.  The object is specified as the base of the throne of God.  See 33:23.  God is a spirit, but this is a manifestation of his glory.  The priests get a taste of immanence.  The meal is a sealing of the covenant and speaks to the peace offerings of vs. 5.  Again, God reveals himself in a temple and with a sacrament.  Appl:  home worship.

2.  The revelation becomes even more specific in 12-18 as Moses is commanded to go to the top of the mountain where he will receive written revelation.  See Deuteronomy 9:9-10 and 2 Timothy 3:16.  Thus, the revelation is propositional truth (how and where).  God reveals himself in Scripture (contra our feelings and experiences or nature). The other part of this revelation which is implied here but specific beginning with chapters 25-31, is that there are precise instructions for the building of the tabernacle which is, I believe, a mobile sanctuary where God will meet with his people.  God defines precisely how and where we are to meet him.

3.  And the glory cloud of God rested on the mountain.  The verb is the basis for the word tabernacle (shakan, mishkan, and shekinah).  I believe Jesus is there too!  See John 1:14 (tabernacled with us).  Israel sees the glory like a consuming fire or literally eating fire.  And Moses enters the midst of the cloud as a provisional mediator.  

4.  All of this confirms that God takes the initiative, reveals himself verbally, is precise about how and where we meet with him, and manifests his glory in his temple.  See I Samuel 4:19, 21 (Ichabod or literally no kabod or glory).

5.  When we come to the NT, the specificity and intensity is even more profound.  Transcendence and immanence converge.

6.  We begin to see this shift in John 4.  The context is our Lord’s encounter with the Samaritan woman.  See 4:21, 23 (is).  But Jesus becomes profoundly explicit in vs. 25-26 (literally I am with no predicate nominative).  This is an allusion to Exodus 3:14 and the name of God.  In other words, he is the place of worship, and Spirit and truth are the way.

7.  But the NT parallel with Mount Sinai is just as radical.  In Luke 9:28-36, we have the account of the Transfiguration.  The context is that Jesus is leaving Galilee and turning toward Jerusalem and death (vs. 22).  In the first movement (28), Jesus prays in light of his coming passion.  Notice:  He took . . . and went up to the mountain (conceptual parallelism with Exodus 24).  In the second movement (29-32), the Father affirms his vindication and glory.  We see this in his glorification.  Read vs. 29.  The essence of his divinity is breaking through the external form.  The last description is literally flash like lightening.  See 19:16 (nominal form of simplex verb is used).  The lightening is also conceptually parallel to the fire of Exodus 24:17.  The two witnesses, Moses and Elijah (30-33), appear in glory in witness of his departure (31/literally exodus).  The presence of Moses continues the allusion with Exodus 24.  The word glory is in both contexts (9:32/24:16).  There and here the disciples see the glory of God.  Lastly, both contexts reference the cloud of God (9:34/24:15).  In response, Peter wants to build three tabernacles (33) which is another parallel to Exodus 24 where instructions were given on the tabernacle of God.  The glory cloud rests upon the Son and the cloud speaks to confirm the victory of the Son.  Peter has misinterpreted the event.  God corrects him.  The terminal point is that Jesus’ death and resurrection is the end time tabernacle and thus to build one in his presence is ludicrous if not idolatrous.  In the presence of the real tabernacle, one does not need a prototype.  Who, where, when, and how all collapse on Christ.  Illus: perfect storm.  Appl:  gospel.

8.  I think this is confirmed in Acts 15:16-17.  James is citing the LXX of Amos 9:11-12 as having its fulfillment in the death and resurrection of Christ.  Perhaps the clearest explanation comes from Hebrews 8:2,5, 9:11, 24.  Christ is the true tabernacle.  He is the end time meeting place of man with God.  All the speculation about a return to geography and buildings pales in his presence because God no longer meets with us in such.  He meets with us in a person, the person of his Son.  The shadows of the Old economy retreat in his presence.  Thus, the Son is God’s specified place, locale, time, and way of meeting with divine glory.  For the Christian, we share in this glory now (2 Corinthians 3:18 same word as Mark 9:2).

9.  It is confirmation we are in the right place, at the right time, with the right Person in order to behold and partake of glory.

