Exodus 25:1-9

I.   Introduction

One of the great tensions of the Bible is the inaccessibility of God.  It is resolved only as he makes himself accessible.  Central to this accessibility is the tabernacle and its place in redemptive history.  Even more central is what this brings to our lives.

II. God reveals the prototype of his meeting with his people in the tabernacle.

1.  We begin a new section in our study.  God establishes the place of his meeting with the people in the tabernacle.  Essentially, this is an introduction.  We will study the tabernacle through chapter thirty-one.

2.  Previously, God was inaccessible except to Moses.  God dwells in heaven.  He localizes his presence on the holy mountain and now to the tabernacle, and eventually the temple of Solomon.  The movement is staggering.  God has come to man, reveals himself to man, and provides access.

3.  The presence of God is first seen in his use of means to construct the place of his dwelling.  The tabernacle could have appeared by fiat.  The people are asked to voluntarily bring materials for sacred use as the heart is moved.  We need constant reminder that God, more often than not, works through means.  God does work miraculously and mystically.  He normally uses men to manifest his presence:  heart of prayer, gospel, love, etc.  Illus:  The story is told of a young woman who received a large inheritance.  She immediately gave a portion to the Church.  When she died, her family members came across the date of the gift in her diary.  It read, quick, quick before the heart is hard.  Appl:  hyper-Calvinism (evidence that God is absent).  From means, we shift to the place of the divine presence.

4.  The materials are detailed in vs. 3-7.  Their terminal point is the sanctuary, literally holy place, where God will dwell in their midst (vs. 8-9).  It is one of the great themes of the Bible: God dwelling with man.  The word for “tabernacle” in vs. 9 comes from the verb to dwell.  See Leviticus 26:11f.

5.  God becomes inaccessible when they violate his their covenant and refuse him as their God.  Read Psalm 78:58-61.  Where God was once present, he is now absent.  He leaves.  In our culture, we have replaced God with technology, human reason, government, education, and man.  Modern man is full but empty.

6.  But God acts again to come down from heaven with a new tabernacle.  We shift from heaven to localized places like mountain and temple to a person.  The prophets foretell just such an event.  See Ezekiel 37:27.  The apostle John hints at in John 1:14 where the verb is more literally he tabernacled among us.  The prophet Isaiah speaks to this in Isaiah 7:14 (God is with us).  Matthew sees the fulfillment in Christ.  See Matthew 1:22f.  But someone will say he has gone back to heaven.  Indeed!  This too is tied to the concept of tabernacle as a creation event.  In chapters 25-31, the phrase the Lord said occurs six times.  On the seventh occasion (31:12f), the institution of the Sabbath is rehearsed.  The Sabbath is a rest from creation just as God rested from the six days of creation (31:17).  It is at the end of the tabernacle account because this too is a creation event.  With the moral and ceremonial law, God is creating the nation.  When they reject his creation, he begins anew, and the resurrection is the beginning of the new creation.  It terminates our Lord’s work.  He goes to heaven and takes his seat having finished his work.  See Hebrews 1:3, Revelation 3:14, and Corinthians 5:17.  Christ also dispatches the Spirit to secure the ongoing presence of God in our midst.  See 2 Corinthians 6:16 (citation of Leviticus 26:12).  Thus, the presence of the end time tabernacle inaugurates the new creation.  The end state is when we are taken to him.  See Revelation 21:3 and 22 (non-literal tabernacle).  The shift is from heaven to mountain to tabernacle to temple to Son and then Spirit.  All along the journey to heaven 
God is with us. 

7.  So Moses is pointing us to Christ.  Appl:  In the movie Indiana Jones, everyone wants the tabernacle.  The Nazis want it as a good luck charm to win military victories.  Jones wants it to further his fame and glory as an archaeologist.  In the end, the tabernacle is translated to heaven.  We get all of this in Christ.  He is not a charm; he is our spiritual prosperity.  He is the source of our every spiritual victory.  And God comes to dwell in us, stamps his glory upon us, and secures our way to heaven.  It is the ultimate resolution of the inaccessibility of God.  Where Christ is, we are, and we shall be.  Where we are Christ is!  Thus, God is accessible in Christ and today as he comes to be with us at his table. 

