Exodus 25:31-40

I.   Introduction

Pagan religions have gods that are shut off from the people apart from special ceremonies, rituals, and priests.  There are holy sites where the initiated make pilgrimages to visit for blessings.

II.  God reveals the prototype of his meeting with the people in the golden lampstand.

1.  At first blush, it seems that our faith is no different.  The tabernacle is a special meeting place (holy of holies), there is no absence of rituals, and there is certainly a special priestly class.  But this is only true if you isolate the text.  The moment you place the text in redemptive history and progressive revelation, you have God moving to meet with man, a universal priesthood, and very simple ceremony that is open and not hidden.  Illus:  Antithesis in Masons/Mormons (white Americans). 

3.  In contrast, the movement of God to man is seen in the golden lampstand.  Let us first isolate it before we move it.  The lampstand or menorah comes from the word ner or lamp.  It was made from a single mass of gold weighing some 75 pounds.  The text gives us no dimensions.  But it tells us there is a stalk with four almond blossoms and then three branches on each side with three almond blossoms each for a total of seven lamps.  The location is the holy place just opposite or south of the Table of presence.  The lamps were perpetually lit.  The symbolism is one of the presence of God and salvation not unlike the Table.

4.  The movement however is profound.  First, we are outside the holy of holies.  God has moved.  Secondly, the symbol is of a tree (trunk with branches with tree blossoms).  This is, I think, a link to the Garden of Eden and the tree of life (cf. Genesis 2:9).  Thus, Eden, the paradise of God has come back to man, not literally but figuratively (synecdoche).  Secondly, the symbol is of a burning tree.  It is analogous to the burning bush of 3:2-5.  Thus, God has come down out of heaven to a holy mountain, illumined a bush with a perpetual fire, and summoned an ordinary shepherd to be his priest to provide redemption for a nation; a nation that is to serve God as priests.  See 19:6.  Thirdly, the menorah is an almond tree because it is full of almond blossoms.  In Israel, the almond tree blossoms in January or February.  It is a harbinger of spring.  It signals that the cold of winter is about over.  The Hebrew word for almond blossoms comes from the verb to watch or to wake.  See Jeremiah 1:11-12 and 31:28.  There is a dual sense of salvation and judgment.  God watches for the time to act in the sense that he is sovereign in his actions.  In the menorah, he is watching for the time to break out in salvation.  Thus, God is moving.  He is not static or walled off.  He is bringing the light of his presence and salvation to a man, a nation, and from the nation to the world.

5.  The concept of the menorah is found, I think, outside the Temple.  In 2 Samuel 22:29, David uses the word for lamp that is the basis for the Hebrew word menorah.  God’s presence is with him.  See Psalm 18:28 and 119:105.  In the Aaronic blessing of Numbers 6:24-26, we have the same truth.  The word shine is the verbal form of the word for light given off by the menorah.  See Exodus 39:17.  These texts make it clear that the menorah is symbolic for the blessing of the divine presence.  Symbolically, David had the menorah with him in his times of trouble.  The benediction is for the menorah of God to shine on us in blessings and protection.  God therefore has broken out of the holy place and is with his people.  They have spiritually what is present physically in the holy place.

6.  The nation, of course, was to take this to the world.  She fails.  So God raises up another Son.  See Isaiah 42:6 and 49:6.  The NT authors have Jesus as the fulfillment of Isaiah (cf. Luke 2:32).  As a prelude to healing a blind man, Jesus proclaims he is the light of the world (cf. John 9:5).  He is the menorah that has come down out of heaven to bring the light of the presence of God in salvation and deliverance.  When he departs, he passes the menorah to the Church.  See Philippians 2:15 (polemic against Israel).  This is quite clear in the Book of Revelation.  See Revelation 11:3-4.  The text is an allusion to Zechariah 4:2-6 where the olive trees provide oil to the lampstand and the interpretation is that the oil is the Holy Spirit (vs. 6).  John tells us who the lampstands are in 1:20; the two are a reference to the two faithful Churches of chapters two and three.  What I am saying is that God has made the Church the menorah, the tree of light that never goes out.  His presence is with us as we offer the light of the glory of God to the world in the gospel and the message of deliverance.

7.  God is not removed and separate from the people accessed only on pilgrimages and by special priests and ritual.  On the contrary, he comes to us and makes us priests to carry the light of his presence and blessings to the world that men might turn aside to “see” and hear God.  And in the end, God will move again to gather us to the heavenly City that has no need of sun or moon because the glory of the Lamb will be our light (cf. Revelation 21:23).

