Exodus 27:20-21

I.   Introduction

Exodus tells us who we are and what we are to do (testify to the greatness of God).  The next great question is how can it be effective.

II. God reveals the prototype of his meeting with the people in the oil.

1.  Our text this morning is an expression of how effective witness occurs.

2.  At first blush, it is a mere appendage to the tabernacle and more particularly, the menorah as a symbol of the presence of God.  We went on to discuss the tabernacle, the bronze altar, and the courtyard.  Before we come to the priestly garments and ministry, we have this (oil).  The brevity is staggering.  The location is puzzling, but it stands in between tabernacle and priesthood.  Subsequently, the priests are anointed with oil and will in turn anoint the tabernacle to express that the entire enterprise is set apart as a witness to God.  It is a link between the divine and the human and how the former infuses the latter to effective witness.  This is the introduction to what will become the spiritual reality behind the physical enterprise.

3.  The olive oil was to serve as fuel for the menorah.  The nation was to secure a continual supply so that the light would never go out.  The priests would attend to the lamp as the immediate agents.  As such, there was a perpetual witness to the greatness of God.

4.  While there is no immediate evidence as to the identity of the oil, I take it to be a reference to the Holy Spirit.  And this is critical because it is relatively easy to maintain the form of the tabernacle.  It is an architectural rendering of the divine presence, but only the Spirit can secure the perpetual reality of genuine witness.  Appl:  burning lamp vice men infused with power by the Holy Spirit.  See Matthew 5:14-16 (disciples vs. Pharisees).

5.  Confirmation of this comes from the prophet Zechariah.  The 4th chapter has as its central focus a lampstand with two olive trees on either side.  Read 4:2-3 (menorah).  The lamp represents the 2nd Temple and the witness of the nation to the world (wip).  Zechariah asks the angel to interpret the vision; specifically, the two olive trees (providing oil).  Read (4b).  Contextually, the two are a reference to Joshua the high priest and Zerubbabel who was the civil leader who led the first group of captives out of Babylon.  Notice we have a priest and a king.  See Exodus 19:6, Revelation 1:6, 5:10.  The two face the daunting task of rebuilding the temple; a task of such magnitude that it was beyond human strength.  They were surrounded by enemies who are persecuting them, are ill equipped, and much of the skill required remained in Babylon.  Morale was low.  Zechariah 4:6 is an interpretation of the vision of the two trees.  First, we have how the enterprise will not be completed.  Read 6a.  This is the realm of man.  Illus:  brains, brawn, and bucks.  Appl:  men can build buildings but only God can cause effective witness.  Read 6b.  The olive trees provide a perpetual supply of oil to the lamp.  The reality is not the form or the fashion but the Spirit who enables and empowers.  Thus, the priest and the king will carry on the work in the midst of their enemies and finish it in spite of them because God gives them the Spirit.

6.  The concept is seen in Genesis 2:7 of the standing up of the physical creation (form, God gives life).  The word “breathed” is used in the reconstitution of the nation out of the Babylonian captivity.  See Ezekiel 37:5-10 (cf. vs. 5 [breath/spirit] and 9/breathe).  John alludes to this text in his account of the Great Commission in 20:21-22 (breathed on them).  In other words, the greater fulfillment of Ezekiel is the standing up of a greater Israel represented by the apostolic company who in turn represent the new community of the people of God.  See Acts 2 (life and witness).  Acts is the account of the new Israel empowered by the Holy Spirit to give true witness in the midst of tribulation (14:22).

7.  Israel of old was the form and the fashion.  The new Israel in the Church has this but more importantly it has the Spirit to enable and empower it for effective witness.  Revelation 11 (1-13) is the greater account of the Church supplied by the Holy Spirit giving true witness in the midst of tribulation.  

8.  The link between form and spiritual reality is the Spirit.  We need the Spirit to birth us (John 3:8), establish us in true worship (John 4:24), guide us into the truth (John 16:13), lead us (Romans 8:14), gift us (I Corinthians 12:4-6), fructify us (Galatians 5:22), unify us (Ephesians 4:3), strengthen us (Ephesians 3:16), and sanctify us (2 Thessalonians 2:13).  Apart from this, we are but form.  We are but a noisy gong and clanging cymbal.  It is Spirit who makes us effective.  The Spirit warns us of self-reliance.  See Matthew 25:1-4.  The foolish virgins confess to be Christians (call Jesus Lord).  And they have lamps attesting to their light giving function as Christians.  But they have not the Spirit and are shut out of eternity.  See Ephesians 5:18.

9.  My constant prayer is that, in the midst of our showing up, the Spirit will show up.  That the only difference between us and a howling wilderness is Spirit.  It is the way of man to retreat to might and power and supplant the Spirit with our own devices.  But only the Holy Spirit can generate true witness of the light and the glory of God.    We need the Spirit to fill us to attest to the greatness of his glory and to persevere in the midst of our enemies.  Who are we (menorah)?  But the effectiveness and spiritual reality of what we do is linked to the Spirit.   He is the source of our power so that we will shine perpetually.

