Exodus 30:1-10, 34-38

I.   Introduction

I have no doubt that many people worship God.  This is vital because to worship the wrong God is deadly.  But I also have little doubt that many people worship the right God but in the wrong way.  And this is deadly too.

II.  God reveals . . . of his meeting with the people in the altar of incense.

1.  We have in our text another illustration of the precision of approaching God.  The first commandment is that you shall have no other gods before me.  The exclusiveness is paramount because idolatry was punishable by death.  There follows laws on love of neighbor.  Beginning in chapter twenty-three we come into the ceremonial law which is an expression of love for God.  And throughout, we have precision.  It is telling us that we must worship the right God and in the right way.

2.  The altar of incense is unique because, while a piece of furniture in the holy place, its details are subsequent to the tabernacle and the consecration of the priests.  I have no good explanation for this.  Cassuto says:  it is not an object that belonged to the Deity’s abode but to his worship by man.  Its location was just before the curtain separating the holy place from the holy of holies.  Its appearance was a miniature of the altar of burnt offerings though no sacrifices were offered on it.  It was 1.5 by 1.5 by 3 feet in height.  It seemingly contained a censure that is not mentioned here.  On it was burned the incense during the morning and evening sacrifice and trimming of the lamp.  It was also used to generate smoke during the high priest’s entrance to the holy of holies on the Day of Atonement and its horns were marked with blood.  See Leviticus 16:12-13.  

3.  There is no mention of the purpose in this text other than to vs. 10:  Aaron shall make atonement on its horns.  Thus, it is closely associated with sacrifice.  And sacrifice is critical to approaching God.  It embraces the theology of substitutionary atonement and how essential it was to the cultus.  Man is sinful.  The liability is paid through sacrifice.  In the OT economy animal sacrifice is anticipatory of the sacrifice of the Son of God for full atonement.  It is the only approach to God.  All else fails.  It is as beautiful illustration of the truth that it is more than the right God; one must approach God in the right way.  There is an illustration of this in Numbers 16 and the rebellion of Korah.  There was opposition to the leadership of Moses and Aaron.  See Numbers 16:2-3a, 13-14.  The result is that the land opens up and swallows them not unlike the sea that swallowed Pharaoh.  In many respects, the rebellion was an attempt to turn the people back to Egypt and deny God’s redemption.  It was a critical error of approaching God in the wrong way.  But on the next day, the rebellion expanded to the people.  See 16:41 (right mediators/right way).  And God prepares to destroy them all.  Moses responds.  See 16:46-47.  The atonement stops the plague.  Without atonement, the nation was lost.  Without the atonement of Christ, all is lost.  Thus, it is more than the right God because the right God must be approached in the right way.  Appl:  Christ is the only mediator.

4.  The other approach to God symbolized in the incense is prayer.  Our text is silent to the end, but the rest of the Bible is not.  See Psalm 141:2, Revelation 5:8 and 8:3.  The content of the prayer is 6:10 (judgment and vindication).  We approach God in prayer and in alignment with his cause.  Appl:  prayers should never just terminate on our needs.

5.  The approach to God here is critical because there can be no strange incense or standard offerings.  Read vs. 30:38.  The formula was totally for use by God.  Any thought of personal cosmetic use or perfume was forbidden.  The word cut might engender thoughts of excommunication.  But the word strange is used in Leviticus 10:1.  Read Leviticus 10:1-2.  The use the wrong fire; and the right fire consumes them (blessing/curse).  And this is not the first time we find such rigidity.  See 28:35, 43 (haste or personal fashion statement?), Numbers 15:32, 36, and 2 Samuel 6:6-7.  In other words, it is not just belief in God; it is just as critical that we have the right approach to God.  It is the reminder that there is no latitude.  The approach to God is not according to one’s whims or feelings.  This is not a private or self defined affair; it is a divinely ordained one.  We are not used to this in our culture.  Belief is not enough!  We must access him properly.

6.  We rejoice that Christ fulfills the ceremonial law and therefore these restrictions no longer apply.  True enough.  But one still must be careful about one’s approach to God.  In Acts 5, Ananias and Sapphira are seeking popularity in the Church.  Read Acts 5:1-2, 5, 10 (in the movement but probably not Christians).  In I Corinthians 11, some are treating the sacramental meal of the Lord’s Table as if it is just another meal.  Read I Corinthians 11:28-30 (sleep is a euphemism for death; hence, the need for self examination for discernment).  Perhaps the most normative NT text on approaching the right God in the right way is John 4.  The Samaritan woman worshipped the right God.  She worshipped him in the wrong place and with an incomplete Scripture.  Jesus corrects her.    Read John 4:23-24 (Spirit and truth).  Without this (Jesus), all worship is disqualified and rejected.  There is no latitude or quarter given.  We must, then, worship the right God in the way that he has specified!  Illus:  not grandfather’s Church/God.

7.  Theology then is important.  Preparation of the heart is too (deliberately, prayerfully, expectantly)!  We should come in love and joy and to serve.

