Exodus 31:12-18

I.   Introduction

Life is filled with offers (jobs, etc.).  Heaven has a final offer.

II. God reinforces the Sabbath as a sign/covenant with the nation.

1.  This is the third mention of the Sabbath to date.  Our text is the final instruction on the place of God’s meeting with his people.  See 24:18.

2.  The text is also a series of positives (do) and negatives (consequence if you don’t) that conclude with the perpetuity of the Sabbath for Israel based upon Genesis 2.  See 13-14a (+) and b (-), 15a (+) and b (-) and 16-17.  The allusion to Genesis two marks the Sabbath out as a creation ordinance.  Read Genesis 2:2-3.  Our lesson this morning will look at the negative or what happens when the Sabbath is violated and then the final offer of Sabbath rest (biblical theology).  We will see a pattern of “creation,” offer of rest, rejection, and end with a final offer.

3.  The creation event is framed in theological language of God constructing a cosmic temple from chaos.  In 31:17, he rests on the 7th day and was refreshed.  God is finished and pleased with his work.  He is not tired because there was no work involved or effort expended.  He creates by speaking.  He is refreshed in the sense of his satisfaction and delight (good/very good).  It is, of course, an event which portends his sovereignty over “chaos.”  As such, the people of God are to rest to imitate God and our delight and satisfaction in his creation.  We reflect God as we do this.  It testifies to our trust in his provision over chaos.  It also proclaims God, and our service to him to the exclusion of chaos.

4.  But Adam violates the Sabbath which reintroduces chaos into the world.  And what follows this is a series of re-creative acts followed by Sabbath for the people of God.  The next Adamic figure we encounter is Noah.  God destroys the earth because of chaos.  Read 8:4 (notice the 7s and rested), 9 (notice no rest), 10 (notice 7), 12 (notice 7 and by implication finds rest), 9:1 (Adamic commission) and 9:20-21 (failure in garden and chaos).  Clearly, Israel is a corporate Adamic figure.  We find her in chaos and ruled over by evil gods.  God creates her as a nation from the waters and dry ground of the Red Sea.  He tells Israel to celebrate the 7th day by not collecting manna (16:23) and by giving the 4th commandment (20:8-11). I think these are in celebration of the physical deliverance and creation from chaos.  The renewal here is in celebration of the creation of the nation as a spiritual entity with the tabernacle where God will dwell and lead them to the rest of the land.  Like Adam, Israel turns to chaos and refuses to go into the land of rest.  Read Psalm 95:10-11.  God raises up Joshua to lead them into the land of rest.  Tragically, once there, Israel turns again to chaos and begins to look like her pagan neighbors instead of the God who had given her an edenic rest in the land.  God raises up a shepherd king in David to completely conquer the land.  His son Solomon takes seven years to build the temple (I Kings 6:38), dedicates it on the seventh month (I Kings 8:2), and conducts a seven day festival (2 Chronicles 7:8).  Seemingly, there is now Sabbath rest in the edenic paradise.  Again, Israel turns to chaos (idolatry), and the land is polluted.  See Isaiah 28:12 and Jeremiah 6:16.  God takes her out of the land as he drove Adam from Eden.  And the land has its Sabbath rests while Israel has the chaos of captivity.  See Jeremiah 25:12 (notice the multiple of 7s).  God tells Daniel that 490 years will occur before rest comes again (notice the multiple of 7s in 70 X 7).  Read Daniel 9:24.  This period includes a probationary period for Israel in which she fails again.  This time permanent judgment ensues.  See Daniel 9:26b.  Thus, we have a long record of violation of Sabbath.  Exodus 31 is clear that the penalty for violating Sabbath is radical.  We have creation, offer of rest, and rejection.

5.  Yet, God is gracious.  He comes to offer his final Sabbath rest to everyone and to begin again with a new creation.  The final creation event begins with Christ.  This is the theology of Matthew 11:28-30.  Read the text.  Appl:  gospel.  If we find rest after every creation event, then the new creation begun by Christ will manifest his works followed by a Sabbath rest. In a sense the eternal rest has begun as we rest in his provision.  See Ephesians 2:10 (notice unto good works/continue until the creation is completed).  Thus the new creation is full of divine work.  As such, we celebrate God, imitate God, and trust his sovereign rule over the forces of chaos.  We rest in his completed work.  And in the new creation the Spirit works within us.  See Philippians 2:12-13 (fruit of Spirit).  These works testify that we are a part of the new creation.  The eternal Sabbath rest follows this period of works.  It is the final rest of the new creation.  Appl:  many have ceased working too soon/evidence they are not of new creation!

6.  There is an illustration of this in Hebrews 4:1, 9-11.  The rest is a present reality of the new creation begun by Christ.  The author is encouraging his readers to be diligent to enter the final Sabbath rest because some are considering leaving Christ.  Forsaking this, they will be shut out of the eternal rest of the eschaton.

7.  The final offer of heaven is to join the new creation, to ask the Spirit to create a new heart within you, to bear fruit in your life as testimony that you belong to him, to break the dominion of evil so that you can rest from the works of disobedience and rebellion, and to enable you to wait for the consummation of the offer of eternal rest in the presence of God.

