Exodus 34:1-28

I.   Introduction

Fundamental to our faith is the concept of grace.  God is gracious to Moses.  God is gracious to the nation at large.  But there is a profound difference.

II.  God appears to Moses (1-9) and renews the covenant (10-28).

1.  Fundamental to the covenant of works is that God redeemed Israel from idolatry, established a covenant of loyalty with Israel as king priests who were to manifest his presence to the nations.  Israel fails.  She becomes like the golden calf instead of like God.  Moses prays that God would return in grace instead of destroying Israel for their failure.  He is successful in part.

2.  The first part of our text is a continuation of the prayer and answer to prayer from last week.  In 1-9, God comes to Moses with spiritual blessings.  He is gracious to Moses as a son of the covenant of promise (cf. Genesis 15:6).  God summons him to come to his temple with two stone tablets that he is to cut out.  This is in contrast to 24:12, 31:18, and 32:16 (mediate through Moses).  And God comes down to meet with Moses (vs. 5).  This is grace; God meeting with us!  Appl:   Jesus comes down from heaven to meet with us.  As promised, God passes by Moses with the train of his attributes.  Read 6-7.  The attributes embrace mercy and justice.  The context is the nation’s sin of idolatry.  The attributes parallel 33:19.  He is slow to anger literally long of nose.  He is loyal and faithful for thousands.  He forgives.  Literally, he takes away (those who go out of the way, rebel, and miss the mark).  Appl:  Jesus takes away out sin and removes the guilt.  In a physical sense, God could have destroyed the nation immediately.  He did not.  He was gracious.  In a spiritual sense, he is gracious to Moses (Joshua, Levites, the seekers [33:7]).  God is also just.  This is an attribute we gloss over.  I think the reference here means he will eventually destroy the nation at large for their idolatry, and they perish in the wilderness.   See Numbers 25:1-3.  But in one the grace is eternal and the latter it is merely temporal.  The appearance of God causes Moses to bow low and worship.  Appl:  presence abides therefore worship is continual though intensified when we congregate.  Illus:  Pink and Purdue (revelation unveiled).

3.  The application of grace to Moses causes him to pray again for grace to the nation in terms of the presence of God.  Read 9b.

4.  The rest of the text represents God’s answer of material blessings.  Succinctly, he will fulfill the land promise (10-11) and renew the covenant (12-28).  This is grace.  But tragically, it is grace that is different because his presence is going to be mediated through Moses.  God will deliver on his promise to Abraham.  Despite their repeated idolatry in the wilderness and that they look like their idol, God delivers materially and externally.  The covenant renewal is in a compressed form that contains an extended discourse on the prohibition of idolatry (12-17) and portions of the ceremonial law respecting the pilgrim feasts (18-26).  It represents, I think, the covenant of works; their duty before God.  Appl:  when we fail, there is renewal of grace and duty.  In grace, we can re-start, but the duty to be faithful never changes.  The renewal of the covenant is a stress on their failure; therefore, idolatry is what is emphasized.  The first table of the law speaks to our love for God.  If we love him, we are steadfastly loyal to him.  Appl:  God is jealous; keep yourself for him alone.  Illus:  Our society is losing the concept of loyalty between parties because the individual is the center of everything; therefore, we have high divorce rates and high turnover rates in employment and everything else.  Appl:  learn to be loyal; especially, when you make a covenant (especially with God).  And we must never forsake God either implicitly or explicitly.  We must not attach his presence to objects.  We must not make him common and everyday and treat him as if he is of little significance.  The treatment of the ceremonial law is a further expression of love for God as the pilgrim feasts were communal gatherings for worship.  We love God individually and corporately.  The contrast is direct/indirect and spiritual/material.

5.  The text concludes with Moses presence in the temple lasting 40 days and nights (27-28).  This too is a signal that God is renewing the covenant (cf. 24:18 and Deuteronomy 10:10).  Thus, for the nation at large, God is gracious in not destroying them and in renewing the land promise and the covenant of works to sustain their presence in the land.  But it is not salvific (see Deuteronomy 29:4).  Appl:  Church within the Church.

6.  When it comes to salvation, we must look to another mediator.  Moses is the great lawgiver.  But we need an even greater one than Moses.  There is an allusion that Christ is just that in Matthew 4.  Read 4:1-2.  It is instructive that Jesus is tempted in his weakened estate by the agent of idolatry of Exodus thirty-two.  And he tempts Christ with idolatry.  Read 4:9.  Jesus will have none of it.  Read 4:10.  Thus, he meets all of the demands of the covenant of works so that the merits of his righteousness become the basis of our salvation.  And because he is God, he dispatches his Spirit to take idolatry out of our hearts.  See 2 Corinthians 3:3.  God comes immediately and directly and puts the law within us.  Moses legislated to the outer man and that ineffectively.  Christ legislates from within, and his Spirit is efficacious.  This is saving grace!  Illus:  Priest blessing pets/new homes.

7.  The difference is God comes directly in Jesus Christ and changes the heart.

