Exodus 34:29-35

I.  Introduction

Worship is a transformational event.  Not some minor event like forsaking cursing or whatever.  And see this in Israel, Moses, and the Church.  

II. Moses veils himself to protect the people from the glory of God.

1.  The great problem today is that people look like their culture and do not look like God.  Illus:  image the “elite” (looks/dress/actions).  This is idolatry.  And this is precisely what Israel did.  See Psalm 106:20.  They exchanged their glory (as the people of God) for that of a cow (cow was an important Egyptian deity).  And immediately, they are described as obstinate or stiff necked.  It means they have become like the cow they worshipped.  This is radical judgment.  Their sin of idolatry is the sin of refusing to look like God and desiring to look like the gods of the culture God redeemed them from.  See Romans 1:23a (exchanged glory of God for glory of man).

2.  Moses acts to protect them from judgment.  And this is captured in the symbol of the veil.

3.  Moses who is the reverse of the people begins to look like God.  First, he encounters the glory of God.  See 33:22.  It is transformational.  As Israel begins to look like a cow, spiritually speaking, Moses begins to look like God.  Read 29b (the skin of his face shone).  We read this again vs. 30 and 35.  See Psalm 67:1 and Numbers 6:25.  By meeting with God in the holy of holies of the provisional tabernacle or the prototypical temple of Mount Sinai, Moses is changed.  He begins to look like God.  He manifests the glory and character of God.

4.  The word shine in the HB is literally to send out rays.  The LXX reads his face was glorified.  The nominal form of the Hebrew verb is horn.  The Vulgate uses just this.  For example, Michelangelo’s statue of Moses has horns.  Thus, the glory on the face of Moses radiated in the form of horns.  It is an ironic taunt because they had worshipped a cow.  The form the judgment takes is the horns of a bull to gore them.  As you might expect, it terrifies them.  See vs. 30 (afraid to come near him).  Cf. 19:16 and 33:5 (destroy), and 34:6-7 (guilty unpunished).  God had given Moses the way in which sinful man could meet with him, but before the cultus is erected, they commit idolatry.  God will not meet with them because he is holy.  In grace, he meets with them through Moses who represents the glory of God and the judgment of God in horns.  To protect them from this, Moses puts a veil over his face.  See vs. 33.  When he spoke with God and spoke with the people, he would take the veil off.  At all other times, he is veiled to protect them. 

5.  The apostle Paul, in 2 Corinthians 3:12-15, manifests that the spiritual effect of this event remains for Israel until this very day.  In 16-18, Paul speaks of a people that are unveiled.  Read 13-15.  The veil is symbolic of their fallen condition.  It prevents them from seeing the glory of God in judgment.  Furthermore, the failure of Israel under the covenant with Moses anticipates a new covenant; thus, the old covenant has been abolished.  It is obsolete.  It anticipates Christ and his covenant and the transformational glory of his presence.  But they cannot see it because they are hardened in idolatry (14//obstinate).  When they read Moses, they cannot see any of this because a veil is upon their heart (15).  This is radical.  Judgment remains.

6.  Worship is transformational for Moses and Israel.  In vs. 16-18, Paul confirms it is true for the Church as well.  He begins by quoting Exodus 34:34.  The OT reads when Moses went in to the Lord he took his veil off.  Paul changes Moses to whenever any man turns to the Lord.  Instead of take the veil off, the veil is taken away.  Paul is granting to the Church the same privileges as Moses; a privilege denied physical Israel.  In Exodus, the veil was literal.  Here it is spiritual.  Moses removed his.  God removes this veil.  See 14b.  And the result is transformational.  Read vs. 18.  In Christ, we behold with unveiled (perfect passive participle) face the glory of God, and it changes us.  We become like the apostles who saw his glory at the transfiguration.  The same verb used of Jesus in Matthew 17:2 and Mark 9:2 is used here of us.  The external form of Jesus was changed; our internal form is being changed from the glory of our conversion in Christ to the everlasting glory of eternity (his external form).  Furthermore, the promise of eternity is the presence of God (Revelation 22:5).  This eschatological reality has begun for us in Christ.  The transformation has begun (present tense).  Now.  In Jesus!  Appl:  This is the reason Paul can persevere in difficulties and hardships; it is the same for us.  Appl:  men pursue glory (Nobel prize, induction into hall of fame, gold medal).   It is fleeting.  We have the greatest prize now in the unfettered and unrivaled glory of God changing us.  And when we bid this life goodbye, we will get everlasting glory.  This is radical.  

7.  So it is with the greatest of all possible joy that we can meet with Jesus today in the sacrament of the Lord’s Table; a Table in which he is spiritually present.  A Table that transforms us by faith and by what is signified by the elements.  A Table, which strengthens us in our difficulties and hardships and reminds us of the glory that is present and the glory, which is to come.

