Exodus 35:1-36:28

I.   Introduction

Most of us have been to a construction site.  The Church is one too.

II. God moves a faithful remnant to contribute and build the tabernacle.

1.  Much of the remaining chapters are a recapitulation of material we have already covered in 25-31; therefore, I will only speak to new material.  But it does beg the question of why the recapitulation?  Contextually, the nation at large is under judgment (2 Corinthians 3:14).  But there are hints of a faithful remnant.  See 33:7 and 35:20-21.  They had to have been devastated by the failure of idolatry.  The renewal is then an encouragement for them to continue to do the things God has called them to do and to be faithful to look to the grace of God for divine provision to build an enterprise where God will dwell.  Appl:  remnant.

2.  The text begins with the creation ordinance of the Sabbath.  It is a reminder that the construction is not to occur on the Sabbath.  Our text has two major movements.  The first speaks to the resources and the second the builders.  God is at work in both:  he makes workers willing and skilled.

3.  Contextually, the people are assembled before Moses.  He rehearses God’s commandments.  In vs. 20, the people depart.  In 21, the faithful remnant returns with contributions.  Read 35:21b.  Notice how they are described:  everyone whose heart stirred him (literally whose heart was lifted up [same verb for the concept of forgiveness in 32:32 and 34:7]) and everyone whose spirit moved him (literally whose spirit was made willing).  The two phrases are synonymous.  The description is repeated in vs. 22 except we have the additional clarification that it is both men and women.  In vs. 25, we read of skilled women.  The text is literally wise of heart.  Again in vs. 26, women whose heart stirred with a skill or literally their hearts were lifted up in wisdom.  Lastly, in vs. 29, men and women whose heart moved them or literally whose heart was made willing.  It means that God has preserved a remnant among the nation at large.  Appl:  wisdom is seen here as the technical skills for building the tabernacle; at large, it is a skill in living.  In our text, God has moved upon the remnant to give.  In 36:1-7, Moses receives the gifts and restrains the giving.  In the first movement, God makes the workers willing.  God moves their hearts.  Illus:  pledge cards and fund raisers (soft coercion/not necessary).  

4.  In the next movement (30-35), God moves to equip men with the skill to use their trades to execute God’s design (36:8-38).  He gives them the skills to build a place where he will live.  The focus is upon the master craftsman named Bezalel.  Moses says God called him (30) and filled him with the Spirit of (31) in wisdom (skill of execution), understanding (discernment [competing choices]), knowledge (vice feelings), and in all craftsmanship.  The skills are detailed for us but let us examine one of the critical ones.  Read vs. 34a.  Literally, God gave in his heart to teach his contractors.  Cassuto has observed that in chapter 35 the word contribution, the verb come, and the verb they brought each have seven occurrences.  This is a creation number.  The reference to the Spirit of God confirms this.  Thus, God in grace is creating the place for the remnant to look to God and wait upon God.  He empowers, enables, and equips the enterprise materially by filling men with the Spirit.  [Transition from physical to greater reality.]

5.  The greater reality is in the end time Temple.  The construction work, though unseen and made without hands, has begun.  See I Corinthians 3:9-10 (N.B. Paul as // to Bezalel) and 2 Corinthians 6:16.  In this Temple, the hearts of the people are moved by God to contribute and minister.  The reality is that God fills the Church just as he did the contributors and craftsmen of the tabernacle and summons us to engage in the enterprise.

6.  We find this in Paul’s epistle to the Church as Ephesus.  Read 1:22-23.  Christ is the one who fills the Church.  The content is unclear.  But if it is an allusion to Exodus 35, then the content of the filling are the attributes of God like wisdom, understanding, and knowledge that are so critical to the life of the Church.  See Colossians 1:9 and Ephesians 3:19.  In 4:10, the context is more expansive.  Read 4:10.  What follows are a partial list of gifts given by Christ to the Church (apostles, prophets, evangelists, and pastor teachers).  Notice the purpose in 4:12.  Like Bezalel was gifted by God to teach, Christ gifts the Church with word gifts to teach and build up the body of Christ.  The construction metaphor (building up) is not literal but spiritual.  In Exodus, “men” were gifted for a physical enterprise.  It is now a spiritual one.  Thus, the real Church is not the building but the men and women gifted by Christ to expand the presence of the glory of God.  Christ gifts the Church to expand his spiritual presence worldwide.  In 5:18 (read), Paul presses upon us with an imperative to engage the Spirit in light of who we are.  Here, the agent is the Spirit.  The content is unspecified, but as an OT allusion we can see the content as the divine ability and attributes to expand the enterprise.  In 19-21, we have the result in 5 participles (speaking, singing, making melody, giving thanks, and being subject to one another).  The Spirit makes willing and enables the workers.  The climax is in Revelation 21:3 & 22.  Appl:  lecture hall vice construction site!

7.  This is God’s construction site where he makes willing hearts and imparts skills to build a place where he lives.  We should pray for the Spirit to make us more so and to remind us that the best is yet to come.

