I John 1:5-7

I.   Introduction

A word we think little of today is the word sin not because it is not engaged in but because we think little of its consequences.

II.  Walking in the light is essential for fellowship with God and the Christian community.

1.  John does not define sin for us explicitly.  But what he does do is establish the false claims of an errant party within the Church who held that their material or physical lives were somewhat irrelevant to their spiritual lives.  They possessed some high form of knowledge that made them special and enabled them to live above the material world.  We see their claims in this chapter in vs. 6 (if we say . . . ), 8, and 10, 2:6, 6. 

2.  John will deal, in this text, with this false party and their view of sin in three movements:  the character of God, the error of separating one’s confession from one’s conduct, and God’s provision that enables us to walk with him and have fellowship with the Church where God lives.

3.  The first is the character of God as announced by John that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all.  The sweeping metaphors and dualism of light and darkness establish the nature of God.  He is the absolute purity of perfection and transcendence.  Darkness captures the moral failure and lostness of man.  Illus:  tabernacle (tent, holy place, holy of holies [once a year and surrounded by smoke]), Isaiah 6:5 (woe is me, I am ruined for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips), and Revelation 15:4 (you alone are holy).  And this is the problem of sin.  It cannot enter into the presence of God as perfection cannot countenance imperfection.  It gives us something of a definition does it not!  To paraphrase the WSC, sin is any want of conformity unto or transgression of the nature of God.  The “want” or lack is all inclusive and encompassing because of the greatness of God.

4.  As such, John establishes the falseness of a claim made by a party within the Church.  Read vs. 6.  In other words darkness cannot have fellowship with God.  They are mutually exclusive.  The claim is an ancient one.  I have some special knowledge that makes me a special person so that my conduct is irrelevant.  I am above the material world.  My spiritually makes my morality irrelevant or my confession makes my character to be inconsequential.  I am paraphrasing of course, but there is a growing class that claims to live above the material world of laws and religion.  They live as if moral law is irrelevant.  John Stott puts it this way:  “These are the misconceptions of men who want fellowship with God on easy terms.”  Illus:  Our society is increasingly tolerant of immorality and this has crept into the Church.  The Church, for the applause of our culture, seems infatuated with redefining sin.  Appl:  antinomianism (tolerate and ignore), nominalism (bare intellectual assent), and spiritualism.  See Isaiah 66:17.  Appl:  Be very careful of churches that uncouple spirituality from morality.

5.  The counter claim to his opponents where John focuses on conduct.  Read 1:7.  There is a comparison here is our conduct with the God (as he himself).  And it represents an essential truth that the Christian images God.  Of course, he does this imperfectly as will be clarified.  But nevertheless, he does.  Illus:  See Exodus 25:37 (// Exodus 3 and burning bush) and Philippians 2:15.  It means that we represent God not only confessionally but also in character as his communicable attributes are reduplicated in us.  Thus, our conduct images the light.  As the menorah represents God and his presence in the Garden of Eden and eternity, then we too shine, in the words of Daniel (12:2), like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness.  We tell God’s “story” in our confessions.  We act his story in our conduct.  In turn, this forms the basis of fellowship in the Church (cf. 1:3) because the Church is the menorah of God on the earth.  See Revelation 1:20.

6.  Now, I have introduced an antinomy or seeming contradiction.  Since we are imperfect and fallen creatures, how can we walk with God in the light.  Seemingly, our conduct is tainted as well.  The answer:  God makes provision for sin.  The standard is not the entire absence of sin for this is impossible.  The standard for earthly fellowship and communion with God is cleansing from sin.  The Christian does not deny but rather deals with his sin at the cross.  The presumed illuminati deny sin and therefore the need for atonement.  They have both a low view of sin and the cross.  Notice that John uses the present tense (cleanses) and notice again the direct object (us) and the prepositional phrase (from all sins).  It is the divine provision for this destructive word.  The consequences so great that God provides the cross.  John is not saying that the cross is re-enacted every time we sin (i.e., mass).  See Hebrews 7:27 and 10:10.  Rather, John is saying the cross enables us to walk in the light because it has, is, and will cleanse us and its benefits perpetual because it has, is, and will deal with our sin.  John is saying that the cross secures the benefit of fellowship with God and extends to our present and future sins.  It also, I might add, secures our sanctification unto holiness in which our character more and more emulates God.

7.  Sin separates us.  The cross procures us.  The Church receives us.  And we shine so that our confession is more and more seen in our conduct because of the cross which enables us to live before him.

