I John 1:8-2:2

I.   Introduction

We have a heightened concern for the infectious diseases. John speaks to us of a greater disease, its symptoms, and the cure given by God.

II.  Walking in the light involves the confession of sin and the advocacy of Jesus Christ.

1.  John is dealing with a party within the Church that saw themselves as special.  We saw last week that they were above moral concepts like sin.  Today, the focus sharpens as they deny their essential nature and actions as sinners.  It is a deadly combination because to deny the disease is to forever miss the remedy and to forsake the cure.

2.  We will look this morning at the symptoms of the disease (1:8, 10) and then the divine provision (1:9, 2:1-2).

3.  “Their” tragic affirmations continue in verses eight and ten.   Read 1:8, 10.  Each verse is a conditional statement that captures their essential beliefs.  The first is a denial of sin which is the chief symptom that the disease is present.  We have no sin.  It may be a denial of their essential nature or original sin.  In the Christian faith, man is born into sin.  He has an entire absence of holiness which he needs to meet with God, and he possesses an entire inclination to evil.  Worse, he has no want for righteousness.  This is not to say that all men possesses the same intensity of sin, but it affirms that their nature is bent, and that they are unable to cure themselves.  Theologians use phrases like total depravity and inability to describe this comprehensive corruption of human nature.  Religion denies original sin.  Illus:  Christian Science.  Their cure is morality and self-improvement.  The party John is dealing with simply denies the concept.  They are above it.  There are two parallel consequences:  we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  The basic idea of deception is to wander.  See Isaiah 53:6.  Secondly, the truth is not in us.  See John 14:6.  God reveals to us the truth of our nature, and this is one of the key elements that drives us to Christ.  To deny sin is to have no need for the cure.  The tragedy of the consequences is that such a denial places one outside the faith.  Many Christian denominations deny original sin, and some affirm the wrong cure.  Illus:  Methodist minister.  The second affirmation of this errant party is in verse ten.  Read 1:10.  You can see the shift from we have (present tense) no sin to we have not sinned (perfect tense) [denial of the past with its continuing results].  While this may be pedantic, I think there is a denial of the corruption of nature by sin and a denial of the reality of the conduct of sin or the outworking of man’s fallen nature.  The result of such a stance is to make God a liar, and that his word is not in us.  Again, to deny one’s actions as sinful is to be outside the faith.  Illus:  Wesleyan Arminianism (sinless perfection [pride]).  Illus:  denial of sin is like denial of serious medical symptoms (John/self cure).

4.  The hope of the Christian is that God makes provision for our sin: our fallen nature and that we sin daily in thought, word, and deed.  The reality is that we are lost.  But God acts.  He seeks out the lost and makes a way of restitution.  And the first provision is in verse nine.  Read 1:9.  The word “confess” is literally to say the same thing; it means to agree with God that we have violated his character.  The present tense marks the action as continuous because our problem is such.  See Psalm 32:5, Matthew 6:12, and Romans 10:9.  Confession is an essential action of the soul.  It is the reverse of denial.  We come to see ourselves as God sees us.  We admit.  And God is faithful and just to forgive and cleanse us.  See Titus 2:14 and Hebrews 1:3.  Appl:  Confession is the first act because you cannot permit sin to gain a foothold.  Illus:  Normandy invasion (Rommel).  One cannot be cavalier about something so deadly.  John starts with the first act of getting right with God because his antagonists have no need of agreeing with God and coming to terms with their sin much less God.

5.  Someone might contend that if we have forgiveness, then we can sin all the more.  This is the way of the libertine.  But John is writing to interdict and prevent sin.  And here comes the second provision for sin.  Read 2:1b-2.  First, we have an advocate.  The word is literally called alongside.  It means that Christ is our help.  But it is much more than this.  It is something of a technical legal term in the sense of counsel for our defense.  We sin, even as Christians.  But it does not disqualify us judicially because Christ is our attorney before the bar of justice.  And because he is righteous, the Father accepts his defense.  See Romans 8:34, Hebrews 7:25, and Revelation 12:10.  This word is used more often of the Holy Spirit.  See John 14:26 and 15:26.  The Father dispatches the Son and the Spirit to come alongside and help us deal with our sin.  Christ saves us by paying for the guilt of our sin and breaking its power over us.  The Spirit comes to suppress the vestiges of sin and to empower us to overcome it that we might live unto him.  It is testimony that God does not deny sin; he acts to root it out.  Secondly, Christ is the propitiation for our sins.  This is a term of redemption and atonement.  It speaks to the satisfaction or curing of the liabilities of sin.  See Luke 18:13f and Hebrews 2:17.  It is a satisfaction limited by advocacy and the nature of the satisfaction and therefore for all men without distinction.

6.  Thus, none are exempt.  There is no special class.  All have the disease.  God provides the cure but there can be no denial of the symptom.

