I John 2:3-6

I.   Introduction

Our faith is subjective, but it is also tied to objective reality.  

II. Walking in the light involves keeping the commandments and the example of Jesus.

1.  Our epistle gives us three tests to objectively determine the reality of what we say we believe and to protect the Church from counterfeits.   Our faith is subjective and mystical, but it also rooted in objective reality.  Our unseen faith is eventually seen in the character of our lives so there is a connection between the two.

2.  Now someone might say this can lead to legalism.  True.  But only if the tests are unbiblical or extra biblical.  Illus:  carbon footprint.  And this is why we study the Bible.

3.  Our text this morning has two objective standards for us to lay down as a template over our confession of faith.  The first is in verses 3-5 (necessity of obedience) and the second is in verse 6 (example of obedience).  

4.  The necessity of obedience is seen first in a positive affirmation (3) and followed by the errant confession of the incipient Gnostics (4).  The positive is in verse three.  The verse is relatively simple having a subject, verb, and direct object clause.  We know that we have come to know him.  The verb here has a stress on experience.  It represents a personal and subjective sense of the faith.  I might ask you do you know Jesus.  If you answered yes, I might press how do you know that you know Jesus.  And it is here that the verse has a conditional element.  The test is tied to our confession; namely, if we keep his commandments.  By this, John says, we have an assurance that our knowledge is true.  A confession absent obedience is spurious.  John expands this in 5a:  whoever keeps his word, in him the love of God has been truly perfected.  Love is another subjective element of the faith.  We say that we love God.  How do we know we love God?  It is confirmed by keeping or obedience to his word.  The text is an echo of John 14:15, 21.  The parallelism here is instructive (knowledge//love [3a//5a]; commandment//word [3b//5a]).  In other words, two subjective elements (the claim to know and love) are linked to objective reality (keep commandments//word).  Illus:  physician (fine/bp [subjective/reality]).  Likewise, we should be sensitive to false claims in the Church.  This is critical because there is a party in John’s Churches that claim a special knowledge and love for God.  The claim is in verse four.  Read.  John says it is a false claim (lie//do not have the truth).  See Revelation 22:15.  John exposes the falsehood to protect the Church and perhaps sober some up with a dose of reality.  And permit me a clarification.  I am not saying that our obedience saves us.  It is the obedience of Christ that saves us.  What I am saying is that obedience is an expression of the genuineness of our confession.

5.  The second test is the example of obedience (5b-6).  In this, we know that we are in him.  This is a claim of union with Christ.  And it is followed by objective reality:  read 2:6.  How did Jesus walk?  The answer is in obedience to his Father.  The reality is there must be some comparison and correspondence between our lives and the conduct of our Saviour. 

6.  The word “abide” is a very important word in the Johannine literature.  It is used some 24 times in this epistle and 40 times in the Gospel.  It is an echo of John 15 not just because of the word but the context.  Specifically, in both, there is the sure and certain prospect of a counterfeit faith or a faith without obedience.  Read John 15:1.  The vine was an OT symbol of the people of God.  The affirmation here is that Jesus is beginning over.  That he is the true vine means there is a false one.  The text is, I think, an allusion to the Song of the Vineyard in Isaiah five.  God plants a vineyard.  The vineyard produces bad fruit.  God tears the vineyard down.  Again, God is starting over in Christ; a new people in union with him.  Read 15:2-6.  Like Isaiah five, there is an expectation of good fruit.  Branches that bear fruit outside of Christ are removed (prepositional phrase comes after bear fruit not before) and destroyed (cf. vs. 6).  The rest are pruned by the Father to produce more because he does not leave the vineyard to itself (Vinedresser).  This context is important because a superficial reading of John’s epistle might lead to perfectionism or a performance-oriented faith.  This is not perfection but a progression of obedience.  Our faith is grace oriented and the product is obedience.  Notice that Christ in us is what causes fruit.  He nourishes and sustains as a vine to the branch.  Apart from me, Jesus says, you can do nothing.  He is our strength, the source, and cause of all we are and do.  His obedience insures ours.  While this union is mystical, it is also rooted in the objective reality of a correspondence between vine and branch and fruit.   This is a mark of true faith.  See Psalm 80:14ff.

7.  The Bible is a physician to the soul and a fence to protect the Church from falsehood.  

8.  This morning we have the objective reality of our faith in bread and wine and the mystical reality of our faith in what is signified by the bread and wine.

