I John 2:7-11

I.   Introduction

We live in a universe of two parallel worlds that are at war.  One will prevail; the other will be destroyed.  The application is obvious.

II. Walking in the light involves loving the brothers (social test).

1.  John uses dualism to mark the two worlds:  light//love, darkness//hate.  John establishes that his antagonists belong to the old order represented by darkness (8b, 9, 11).  I want to begin with the negative. The metaphor not only tells us that there are two worlds but that there are also two types of men in the world:  sons of light and sons of darkness.  Appl:  no moderates or independents.  The sons of darkness live for themselves, hate the light, and reject the sons of God.  Their lives exhibit selfishness, false teaching, and pride.  Our challenge is to attempt to reconstruct just how the opposition party is involved in hatred.  I contend they claimed to have a new and special knowledge with a new way to God.  Their novelty “makes” them qualitatively better and therefore superior and gives birth to pride. 

3.  The old order of darkness is passing away.  See 8b.  The verb here is very powerful.  The NAS has an active translation (passing away) but it is literally passive (passed away).  See Mark 2:14 (present active participle), I John 2:17 (exact same form).  It is difficult to translate it as a passive because the old creation still stands.  But it has suffered a violent disruption and defeat with the cross and is passing away.  See I Corinthians 7:31b.  We can speak of it as having passed because of the certainty of it!  Therefore, words like pride, revenge, and getting even and concepts like snobbery, contempt, and arrogance represent the old creation that is under judgment and marked for certain ruin.  John is equating this new party to the old creation and darkness.  The reason John ties them to the old order is because they hate.  Read vs. 9, 11a.  Again, it is difficult for us (20 centuries removed) to know the exact way the hatred is expressed.  But contextually, they have rejected Christ’s apostles and the love that is in them.  They brandish a novel knowledge (incipient Gnosticism).  See I Corinthians 13:2 (τὴν γνῶσιν).  The climax is in the final verse.  The NAS reads the one who hates his brother.  The verb is a present participle (continuous action; descriptive).  Illus:  John the baptizing one (the Baptist).  John expands upon their ruin and gives us a cause of their actions:  in darkness (domain where they live), walks in darkness (governs their entire conduct), do not know where they are going (lost; irony for the illuminati).  The cause is that they are blinded.  See 2 Corinthians 4:4 and John 12:40 (their world is dark and they become like the world they live in blindness). [Turn to the positive]

4.  The new creation and order begun by Christ is marked by love.  The command to love is an old one.  See Leviticus 19:18.  John also calls it a new commandment in the sense of form and quality marked by the coming of the Son and Spirit.  See John 13:34.  Christ lives it (in him vs. 8) and dispatches his Spirit to reside in our hearts (in you vs. 8).  John, I think, uses the metaphor of light and darkness in the sense creation.  When the sun rises on the east coast, it is still dark on the west.  See John 1:4-5.  Thus, the sun is up; light is advancing.  The new world has begun and the old is fading.  The chief characteristic of the sons of the kingdom of light is love.  Read 10.  Literally we can translate the subject the one loving.  The present active participle speaks to continuous action.  The object is his brother.  It is instructive that he does not say God.  Of course, the Bible tells us to love God.  Everybody loves God.  How do you know it is a true love?  It is seen in your actions toward your brother, your neighbor, the person who has wronged you, or your enemy.  See Matthew 5:22, 44, and I Corinthians 13:4-7.  This is the point of the parable of the Good Samaritan.  The Jews hated the Samaritans.  They were half-breeds ethnically and religiously.  In the parable, he sees a man in need and helps him at the expense of himself. He does not buy into the prevailing prejudice and ethnocentrism. Thus, Jesus calls him good.  His actions represent the kingdom of light.  But it is more than physical kindness to a neighbor.  Many cults have as their core principles the helping of their neighbor.  Every religion has a moral basis to be good.  Does this make them Christian?  Of course not!  There is, in this verse, a very subtle doctrinal test to go along with the social test.  Read vs. 10b.  The text is literally scandal is not in him.  It is the word for a trap or the bait of a trap that when taken, the result is a scandal.  What is the bait here?  It is false doctrine as in a denial of the incarnation.  False religion is ultimately a bait and switch game.  The bait looks tantalizing:  love of family, part of a unique company that will get into heaven.  The switch is discovered in eternity when Christ rejects you.  It is the ultimate scam.  The ultimate expression of hate is to mislead someone theologically.  See Matthew 13:41, 18:7.  In other words, the true Christian is not a huckster or a gamer playing bait and switch.  His love is genuine.  His theology leads one to truth and God.  He cares for body and soul.  Appl:  moral test (obedience), social test (love), and doctrinal test (Christ).  It is this that indicates to which world you belong.

5.  The world of love, obedience to Christ, adherence to truth will prevail.  Chris in you is the hope of glory and victory.  All else is lost and doomed.  Hearing the word may you discern to which you belong (love more/flee).
