I John 2:28-29

I.   Introduction

We must also do good as evidence of true faith (themes of John).  

II.  Abide in him and practice righteousness so as to embrace his coming and manifest the new birth.

1.  False teachers have come into the Church.  John gives us a series of tests to protect and preserve the true Church.  Our text begins a new section that constitutes a second moral test of the faith (2:28-3:10).  

2.  Our text has two elements:  abiding in Christ (28) and practicing righteousness (29).  Both constitute a duty and the reality of who we are.  One of the great realities of our faith is that being (who) comes before doing (what).  Who you are determines what you do.  Illus:  indicative (Ephesians 1:4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 11, etc.) and the imperative (4:1 [imperatival infinitive]).

3.  We see this in the first element of our moral test:  abide in Christ.  The verb is a present active imperative that could be translated continue to abide in Christ or keep on abiding.  The verb is used twenty-four times in this brief epistle.  It constitutes a genuine expression of our faith wherein the overarching description of our lives expresses a staying close to Christ or a persevering in the faith.  If deception has the connotation of wandering, then this command is don’t wander.  Stay close and focused.  Stay at home.  

4.  This is rooted in who we are!  Read 2:27 (the anointing abides in you and teaches you).  We are lived in; therefore, we live.  The text is, I think, an allusion to the upper room discourse from John 15 which has this same tension between being and doing.  Read John 15:4-5, 16.  The imperative represents the intention of God.  The indicative the reality of what God has done in us.  In other words, doing is related to being.  We can do because we are done for or who we are determines what we do.  The imperative is a reality check of our identity as the new creation.  The imperative is a test of true faith.  Appl:  Matthew 7:20.

5.  The purpose of the imperative is tied to the future (hina + subjunctive can convey the future).  In order that when he appears, you might have confidence and not be ashamed at his coming.  We know our Lord’s coming is sudden and for many unexpected.  Our readiness is constituted in our abiding.  God is in us, and we persevere.  By staying close or at home, we are in perpetual readiness.   Grace makes it so.  This is our confidence.  We have the duty to focus us, and the ability to discharge.  The word for coming speaks to presence.  It is a technical term for the visitation of royalty.  Christ is King.  He will come to secure an account of the actions of his servants.  He abides in us, and we in him.  The result therefore is a harvest of fruit for the glory of the King.  The reverse is no fruit or an empty confession.  Such a one will come to shame.  The divine judgment will show the confession to be false.  If you are not abiding, you are and will not be ready.  By not abiding, you will fail now and forever.  The text is an allusion to Daniel 12:2 (nominal form of shame).  I have shown previously that John relies on Daniel 7-12 and prophecies a persecution of the people of God.  The immediate fulfillment was in the Maccabean revolt.  Antiochus compromised many in the covenant community (ashamed).  Others held fast.  (eternal reward).  We too are in persecution too from false teachers!  John announces the fulfillment of Daniel and the need to hold fast because in the resurrection, the false and the true are exposed.  Read Daniel 12:1-3.  By abiding, we persevere and will receive our reward.  We will not be disappointed because of our abiding.  Conversely, many will be.  Appl:  confession without abiding is false.  Following false teaching will deceive you.  Many are so deceived.  Appl:  many withdraw today.

6.  The second element of the moral test is practicing righteousness.  Christ is righteous.  We are to image him or look like him.  Our duty is captured in the participle:  the one who practices righteousness.  This is what we are to do.  The overarching description of our lives is conformity to Christ.  We know this.  More importantly, we do it.  Appl:  obey, love, minister (18th Century missions, Princeton Seminary.  But notice the verb:  is born or begotten of him.  The verb is in the perfect tense (completed action with continuing results to the present).  It is also a passive.  In the new birth, we are acted upon by God.  See John 1:13 and 3:3, 8.  Appl:  synergism and monergism.  See also 4:7, 5:1.  In other words, there is a cause effect relationship here.  We are born of God (cause).  We practice righteousness (effect).  The new birth constitutes who we are and what we do.  We are sons and therefore act like sons.  More importantly, the doing of righteousness is the not cause of our birth but rather the result.  Appl:  The difference between our faith and morality (new birth); apart from the practice of the faith we can have no assurance of the new birth.  

7.  John gives us two critical tests:  abiding and practicing.  In both, we are tied to the life of God in us.  We stay close to the faith, and we practice the faith as the product of grace.

8.  To fail the test of the imperative means you refuse the divine intention.  Such failure should drive you to the cross where men are made new and enabled to live for God.  As Christians, do more.  Not to save or to gain merit before God!  But to remove any doubt in your heart and in the life of the community.  For this, God is gracious and gives the Spirit (die/live).

