I John 3:1-3

I.   Introduction

There is an answer for the uncertainty and insecurity of our lives and the dangers of the age in which we live.  It is the love of God.

II. The love of God present and future purifies us.

1.  John is continuing his moral test of genuine faith.  Last week we examined the elements of abiding in Christ and practicing righteousness.  We can do these things because the Spirit abides within us and as the product of the new birth.  

2.  John now braces us with the permanent and embracing reality of the love of God.  John begins with the present and ends in the future to diminish and extinguish our uncertainties and insecurities.

3.  Let us first repair to the present.  Read 1a.  The text begins with an imperative of the verb to see.  But it can also have the idea of to recognize or understand.  In the struggles of life with false teaching, pagan philosophy, and world life views that seek to destroy who we are, we must understand. The object of the imperative (what to understand) is the great love the Father has given us or more literally understand or know the Father has give us great love.  The verb to give is decisive.  God gives.  Love gives.  In our culture, we are often takers.  Love is often a carnal act.  We think we perform and then God gives.  No!  God gives to us.  He did not have to give.  In an age of revenge, God confounds us.  He loves.  The indirect question intensifies the nature of the love.  See Matthew 8:27.  God makes peace when we have no peace offering.  He ransoms us, reconciles us, and redeems us by his Son.  He gives his Son to define his love.  Ask any parent.  What is your most treasured possession?  The answer is instantaneous!  My children.  Children never forget this.  But in the unity of the godhead, there are three co-equal and eternal persons in love and loved.  The Father gives his Son.  It is an act that did not diminish him and could not enhance him.  But it does define the love God for us.  The text defines the love as salvific:  we should be called and we are the children of God.  The word calling is not the word of invitation that goes out from the evangelist to the world.  God’s love is efficacious.  It runs us to ground.  Of course, means and circumstances are used.  But God sovereignly superintends it all to secure our surrender.  Love wooed us, wowed us, and won us.  It is a calling so powerful, as God’s love is, that we capitulated.  See Romans 8:30 and I Corinthians 1:9.  It is a love that identifies us as the children of God.  This is our relationship to God as the product of the new birth.  See John 1:12-13.  The love of God causes our birth. And it is this that settles and secures us in a foreign and hostile world.  Because God loves us, the world’s hatred is inconsequential.  Appl:  We are fearful.  There are and will be dark times.  Friends will fail and fade.  In them and through them, we are loved.  Illus:  WWII orphanage/food/love.

4.  We have love now but what about tomorrow and a thousand tomorrows?  We are creatures on a quest for security.  There is no security in the temporal, even for the Christian.  We lose our jobs too, we too get sick, and we will fade away.  What makes us different is a love that secures our future.  And what does that mean?  The answer is twofold.  The first is that we are not what we shall be (2a).  John uncouples the present from the future.  We too must do this.  The present nature of our lives does not determine the future.  We must know in our present exigencies that we are loved now and if now, then loved forever.

5.  More importantly, it is a love that will extricate us from this foreign place and change us.  Read 3:2b (when:  present to future and from love to Lover).  The future tense can express certainty.  It does when God is the subject or his nature is pledged.  Illus:  I Corinthians 13 is the great definition of love.  The reality is that most everything in life will fail and fade.  Our love and Lover will not fail.  Read 13:8a.  The love of God then determines our future.  The nature of God is unfailing.  He is love.  His love cannot and will not fail us.  The second answer then of our present reality is that when our Lover comes for us, we shall see him and shall be made like him.  Christ was given in love.  He will come back to consummate that love.  The fact that we shall see him signals a cataclysmic change.  On rare occasions in the OT did men encounter God personally and directly.  See Genesis 32:30, Deuteronomy 34:10 and Judges 6:22.  The key is that these encounters were temporary and humanity unchanged.  But when Christ comes for us, he will never leave.  And we shall be like him.  The key is not just the promise of his coming but the nature.  He comes in and changes us to glory.  See I Corinthians 15:51.  Notice shall be.  Not might be or maybe and nothing can stop it.  In one fell swoop we are transformed.  Perhaps a clearer explanation of this is 2 Corinthians 3:18.  Paul uses the same word as that of the transfiguration of Matthew 17:12.  Paul suggests that the change is now as the new creation is now.  But it is not yet permanent.  It will be.  Illus:  storm surge. The moral dimension is that this should purify us.  It should cause us to shake off the false teachers and pagan philosophy and their way of life.  Illus:  I Corinthians 15:58.  Mover importantly, love and Lover gives hope that God will make it right.

6.  Appl:  watch lane (begins and ends in love).  Our journey starts with love and ends with our Lover.  Thus, the prefixes to insecurity and uncertainty fade.  What we have now we will have forever.

