I John 3:4-10

I.  Introduction

Our culture trivializes, is indifferent to, and enamored with sin.  John has the proper focus. [white lies, he’s a man, genes]

II. By contrasting the practice of sin and righteousness and the work of God and the devil, the danger of sin is exposed.

1.  For John and his Churches, many have become tolerant and accepting of sin.  His opponents do not see sin as a big deal.  Miss in you miss salvation.

2.  The context is the second iteration of the moral test for genuine faith meaning that there is such a thing as a disingenuous faith.  In the immediate context (vs. 3), we have the compelling idea of moral purity derived from the second coming with the comparative of Jesus Christ.  Read 3:3.

3.  In characteristic form, John moves between two competing and contrasting poles.  Why two?  Because that is all there are.  Appl:  no middle ground.  The starkness of the dualism is meant to chase you out of the middle.  The poles are the moral life of the true believer and the work of God and the moral life of the false believer and the work of the devil.  Illus:  Swiss in WWII (no sides).  Appl:  no neutrality to sin.  There is no middle as there are only two responses and two types of men (for/against).

4.  The interpretive key to the text is twofold:  the present tense and the nature of the work of God in redemption.  In Greek, the present tense speaks to continuous action and not isolated acts.  Illus:  my automobile (road/mechanic).  John is talking about a way of life and not perfection.  Secondly, salvation is a radical and transformational event and the product of regeneration.

5.  The negative or the false is dealt with in vss. 4, 6b, 8a, and 10.  Correspondingly, the positive or true faith is found in 5, 6a, 7, 8b, and 9.

6.  John begins with the practice and nature of sin (4).  Read.  The participial phrase constitutes the subject and is in the present tense stressing the continuity or bent of one’s life.  John also adds a dimension to sin by calling it lawlessness.  The word is an echo from Daniel 7-12 where the immediate context warns of the coming of Antiochus and his attempts to Hellenize the covenant people.  In doing so, he will displace God and turn many away from Jerusalem to Greece.  See 7:25 (change) and 11:32 (violate).  In I Maccabees chapter 1, we read:  so that they should forget the law and change all the ordinances.  Daniel also becomes predictive of the end time apostasy within the Church.  This is what John is dealing with.  The word “lawless” is used in 2 Thessalonians 2:7 (mystery-unexpected realized eschatology [i.e., within the Church]).  Appl:  the ten commandments/the anti-nomian (no law).  See Matthew 7:23.  Therefore, sin has you in league with end time evil/rejection by God.  In 6b, everyone sinning (present tense) has not seen him or known him.  When the bent of life is rebellion, you are devoid of God.  In 8a, the one practicing sin is of the devil.  Sin has you in league with the arch-enemy of the faith.  You are linked to him as to origin.  In 10, by not practicing righteousness and loving, one is not of God.  The continuous action is intensified because the focus shifts from sin to a failure of engaging righteousness.  John excludes such from the true covenant people.  Appl:  do not underestimate the danger of sin (casual or indifferent).

7.  Let us turn to the positive action of genuine faith.  In 5, Christ came to take away sin (remove it from the camp).  God must deal with sin.  See John 1:29 (gospel).  Furthermore, Christ is sinless.  Therefore, sin is totally incompatible with who he is and what he does for his people.  Read 6a (everyone abiding).  The one staying close to Christ does not sin.  Seven has the same stark clarity.  The one practicing righteousness is righteous just as he is righteous Appl:  passive.  The comparison is to Christ.  There is without a doubt a reference to our imaging of the Saviour.  By practicing righteousness, you are in union with him.  In 8b, the Son came to destroy the works of the devil.  See John 2:19 & Ephesians 2:14.  This word can also be translated loose.  Christ looses us from the works of evil.  The most powerful positive is found in verse 9.  Read.  The verb relating to birth is used twice.  In the first occasion, it is part of the subject of the entire verse:  everyone begotten of God.  It is in the perfect tense and passive voice or completed action in past time and we were acted upon.  We were passive and therefore God was acting upon us causing the new birth.  The transformation result is that we do not sin.  Again, John is not teaching perfectionism.  If he is, he has contradicted himself (see 1:8, 10, and 2:1).  Rather, he is affirming a change in our nature which changes our actions toward God.  As with the negative, he is stressing that the true Christian cannot continue in sin as a habitual practice.  The new birth secures a new way of life and a new morality.  Notice the subordinate clause that stresses this:  because his seed (sperm) abides in us.  The cause of our new life is the life of God within us.  The stress continues with two more clauses (subordinate and coordinate).  And he cannot sin (present tense) because (cause) he is begotten of God (cause effect relationship here).  In other words, we owe our faith and our engaging in the Christian life to our birth.  The change in our lives is linked to the nature of God reproduced within us.  The guilt and power of sin broken, we are enabled to image that nature.  The force of new life uncouples us from the dominion of evil.  Gospel

8.  God changes us to look like him:  expect and embrace the change.  LT

