I John 4:4-6

I.   Introduction

I hope you have picked up on the danger of false teachers within John’s Churches from this epistle.  It speaks to danger today.  If the danger is so great, how can we learn truth and be protected from error?

II.  And we should not fear them because we have overcome them since we are from God and listened to the apostolic community.

1.  The answer is from heaven.  God protects us, and God teaches us.  Apart from this, we would fail.  But that is our hope.  God is with us.  He cannot and will not fail (us).

2.  The context is a doctrinal test:  a template that can be applied to teachers.  The immediate context speaks to the spirit of antichrist which is present.  This is important because such a spirit is most powerful and has left a long train of destruction and error.  More importantly, the spiritual destruction will get much worse.  Appl:  physical/spiritual danger (earthquakes, floods, deception is greater [soul]).  And John counters with the forces of our salvation.

3.  God acts to counter error.  John begins with a statement of our origin, identity, and perhaps new birth.  “You are from God (4a).”  It is a powerful affirmation.  I struggle a bit with precision here.  But I think it references that we are no longer who we used to be and therefore are no longer interested in or attracted to error.  There is confirmed in what follows (4b).  You have overcome them.  The verbal force is completed action with continuing results.  Something happened to us to make us victorious over false teachers.  It can be only one thing.  The cross.  The victory won by Christ extends to us and makes us victorious over error.  See Romans 8:37 and Revelation 12:11.  The continuing result is that false teachers cannot overtake us.  There may also be a hint here of our new birth.  John uses this verb “overcome” ten times in this epistle, and nine out of the ten times he uses the passive voice (acted upon).  See 5:4 (removed from reign of error).  The other striking thing here is the parallelism between you are and you have overcome.  We are made to be victorious.  We are sanctified after our Lord who overcame.  We cannot be defeated.  There is also clarity in the causal clause (vs. 4).  John affirms that they have overcome.  How and by what?  Read 4c.  In other words, God is our Protector.  He secures us in truth.  He enables us to be faithful to who we are and what he has made of us.  Apart from this we would fail.  See Jude 23-24, Revelation 20:3, and John 12:31-32.  What I am saying is that our faithfulness to the truth is caused by God.  Appl:   John, as many of you know, uses the verb to overcome 8 times in Revelation chapters 2-3 to address Churches that are in serious trouble.  See Revelation 3:21.  It is a summons to repent.  And warning for those who do not.  The tension is that Jesus, through John, is addressing Churches that are compromising.  They must shake it off, recover their identity, mirror their origin and Redeemer, and persevere.  John knows that the elect will, but he does not know who the elect are.  He addresses them as a pastor to awaken them to duty and responsibility and to remind them of who they are.  The Bible gives assurance to true believers (doing right) and warns those who are not!  Appl:  Responsibility/Ability.

4.  We also see the work of God protecting us from error in the comparison (greater than).  The lesser god is Satan.  He is the origin of false teaching and deception.  He is the power behind the false teachers.  See John 14:30 (16:11), 2 Corinthians 4:4, and Ephesians 2:2.  He is a force to be reckoned with.  He governs this world by lies and error.  His citizens never depart from such.  Save one thing.  God is greater.  Christ comes into the world and gathers his own.  See Matthew 12:29.  Satan has power but is powerless over him.  “God is greater.”  As such, he defeats the ability of false teachers to reclaim what once belonged to the god of this world, and I might add, can never reclaim.  Permit me to say that our redemption is forever incomplete and in doubt if it is ultimately left to us!  And should it be left to us, we would all to a man eventually give way because the prince of this world is greater than us.  Our God is greater.  See John 10:29.

5.  And this brings us to the second part of our ability to overcome false teachers.  The first is God protects us.  The second is God teaches us (truth).  Read 6a.  John ends as he began.  “We are from God.”  As such, we listen to the apostles.  In our case, we “hear” their record in Scripture.  Permit me to work backward here.  See John 14:16-17, 26.  The Spirit conveys the teachings of Christ.  See John 10:27 and John 8:47.  .  We hear the “voice” of the Shepherd and follow.  We disregard the false shepherds.  Once again, given our origin and birth, we hear.  Lastly, see John 6:45.  The immediate context is the grumbling of Jews who discount the teachings of Jesus.  Jesus is, de facto, telling them why they do not respond.  He quotes Isaiah 54:13a. It prophesies of a day in which God will teach his sons.  With Christ, that day has come.  In our case, he illumines the truth of Scripture to us so that we can understand.  He sends to us teachers to validate that understanding.  In other words, we hear him.  What I mean to say by all of this is that we are deaf to error and alive to the teachings of God.  Appl:  gospel.

6.  Thus, we owe our faithfulness to the truth to our God as Protector and Teacher.

