I John 4:7-10

I.   Introduction

The world, and sometimes the Church, is filled with selfishness, acrimony, cliques, and broken relationships.  I am reminded that Roberts Rules of Order on parliamentary procedures was written for a Church.  The concluding minutes of the 1784 Methodist Conference in Britain reads:  the conference concluded in a spirit of love, much to the dismay of many.

II. We are to love because it is from God, is evidence of the new birth and that we know God, and because we are loved. 

1.  John reminds us that we must be different.  And what makes us so is the verb love, and that we are both subject (7-8) and object (9-10).

2.  The context is a series of tests in light of the presence of false teachers.  We have just concluded the 2nd iteration of a doctrinal test; this begins the 2nd of the social text.  Bo social, I mean the nature of the relationships we sustain to Church and world.  Appl:  The evidence of true faith is in both doctrine (vertical) and social (horizontal).  John defines the social by love.

3.  The test begins with an exhortation to love.  Read 7a.  It has the force of a present imperative meaning that this should be a defining activity of our engagement here.  In this regard, we should be the subject of the verb to love.  The reason we are to love is contained in the subordinate clause (because or for) of verse 7.

4.  We are to love because love is from God.  The source or origin of love is God.  When “we” are the subject of the verb, we convey that we are from God because the origin of such is divine.  Now let me add that love is easily swamped by our culture.  John is not using the word for friendship.  He is not speaking of niceties and manners.  Rather, he is using a redemptive word in which one acts at the expense of self and for the benefit of another.  When we act in this way, we exhibit that we are not from this world.  I had a seminary professor that was from South Carolina, and he had a very pronounced southern accent.  While he lived and worked in Texas, you knew that he was not from Texas.  When we love, we convey that we are not from this world.   Appl:  Play the subject.  Let it be evident so that men will know that while you live here you are not from here.  Secondly, we are to love because it is evidence of the new birth and that we know God.  Love is a testimony that God has made us new.  The verbal aspect is powerful (perfect [completed]/passive [acted upon]).  One of the effects of the new birth is we love.  See 2:29, 3:9.  Illus:  sight glass on a boiler.  Illus:  When we love it is a mark on our “passport” that we were birthed by heaven.  And when we play the subject of the verb, it testifies that we know God.  We have a permanent relationship with him.  Our faith is many things, but one is a dynamic social interaction as subject of the verb love which validates our communion with God.  Appl:  That you know is validated by love.  Knowledge and the new birth are never alone.

5.  But we can only play the subject if we have been the object of the verb.  In this sense, God must be the subject of the verb before we ever can.  We love because we are loved.  And this is John’s witness in 9-10.  It is here that we truly learn the nature of love.  God puts love on display by sending his only begotten son into the world.  The term stresses the uniqueness of the son.  God has one eternally prized and perfect son.  He sends the best.  There is no one else.  The remarkable thing is that he sends him into the world.  The Bible says the world is at enmity with God.  The natural estate of the world is rebellion.  This is testimony of the extreme nature of love.  In other words, the object is not fitting or worthy.  We did not want him.  Verse ten reads not that we loved God.  In spite of us, he loved and sent.  But this is what makes love so profound.  God acts freely.  He was under no compulsion.  He did not have to love.  There was no cause for him to love outside of himself.  The purpose clause what love secures for us:  that we might live through him.  There is a cost to love.  We are the beneficiaries.  Love secures life for us when we did not deserve or merit it.  In that not all have this life, God is sovereign in the act of love.  Why he takes particular affection in us will forever define love.

6.  Love is not the sole attribute of God.  God is love, but he is not only love.  There is justice and perfection.  But these too add meaning to love.  Love does not supplant these.  It provides for them.  It meets their every demand.  And this is displayed in the words:  he sent his son to be the propitiation for our sins.  This word is used in the LXX in Leviticus 25:9 (day of atonement) and Psalm 130:4 (forgiveness).  The term speaks to the satisfaction of justice by substitution.  Love therefore cures our liability forever:  past, present, and future.  Many struggle with this, but love is effete and empty if it only renders satisfaction for past and present sins.  Love is perfect.  It vacates every penalty forever.  As such, God’s love secures our ability to love.  Appl:  Gospel vice morality (secures our ability).  Illus:  We can go through vagaries because we are forever loved.  

7.  And such love stirs us; therefore, we can love because we are loved infinitely, perfectly, and resoundingly in Christ.  Since we are the object of so great a love, we can and must be the subject of such in the life of the Church.  The archetype secures the ectype or the greater the lesser.  And this brings us back to the controlling exhortation:  let us love one another or let us do as we were done for!

