I John 5:6-12

I.   Introduction

In a broad sense, what God is for us we are to become for others.  In a narrow sense, God is a witness to us that we might be so for others.

II. The three witnesses of God are in agreement (6-9), and we have this witness in content and consequence (10-12).

1.  The word witness is found nine times in this text  (four verbs and five nouns).  It is a legal term.  This is testimony is a forensic sense.  I think it is interesting that a derivative of this word is the word martyr.  Our testimony has a price just as God’s did.

2.  The concept of judicial testimony is found in the Old Testament.  See Deuteronomy 19:15 (17:6).  But it is also a heavenly concept.  And that is what we have here.  God brings three witnesses that are in agreement.  They shout to us in solemn testimony.  They summons us to acceptance or indictment.  Appl:  hear them.  Illus:  courtroom scene.

3.  The first heavenly witness is the incarnate Christ (6).  He is the God man.  And he came by water and blood.  These are symbolic references to his baptism and death.  The baptism is the historic and public commissioning of Christ by the Father.  See Mark 1:11 and John 1:32-33.  John’s acknowledgement is verse 34.  The witness of heaven compels John to witness.  It is the human response to the witness of heaven.  The blood represents the suffering of the crucifixion.  It is the end of the public testimony and work of Christ.  He finishes the work for which he was commissioned.  Once again, it was historic and objective.  See John 19:30.  Notice the response to the historic witness of heaven.  See John 19:34-35.  There may well be a subtle merism here in which the beginning and end include everything in between.    Certainly, start and finish cry out as the witness of heaven.  John is, of course, refuting the heretics that deny the deity and humanity of the Son.  

4.  The third witness is the Holy Spirit.  Because the word witness is used objectively and historically, this points to the Spirit’s presence and witness to Christ and the apostles.  See John 15:26 (Pentecost) and 16:13 (Scripture).  Notice again, the apostles mirror heaven.  Read John 15:27.  They image the divine.  They become what heaven was.  They pass the testimony to us. 

5.  And the three witnesses are in agreement (8).  The Greek text is literally unto one thing.  Heaven is consistent.  There is no variation or change.  Appl:  In our legal system, the prosecutors and defenders often labor to show inconsistencies in the testimony of witnesses.  But heaven is unanimous and one.  And it is its own witness.  It does not depend on the witness of men and neither do men validate the work of heaven.  The witness of heaven is self evident and authoritative.  Appl:  hear it.  John reminds us that we often receive the witness of men.  If we receive the lesser, then how much more should we receive the greater?  And much of life is based on the testimony of men that is tenuous and fleeting at best.  Thus, heaven summons us to receive that which is unfailing and will not mislead us.

6.  The witness has a precise content and consequence (10-12).  John first declares we have this testimony.  Read 5:10 (in himself).  The Spirit subjectively or internally and experientially confirms the witness in our hearts.  The Spirit validates the testimony of heaven for and in us.  This is our enablement and empowerment to receive the witness.  It is a great reminder that objectively and subjectively, the Spirit confirms the record of heaven.  See I Corinthians 12:3 and Romans 8:16 (compound form of the verb).

7.  Secondly, the content of the witness is that God has given us eternal life and this life is in his Son.  The definite article is used with the word life (11b and 12).  Eternal life has begun.  The testimony of heaven is about Christology and life.  The two are inextricably linked.   Life is in the Son.  The consequences therefore are terminal.  To reject the witness is to reject God.  To reject it is to forfeit eternal life.  

8.  While it is a witness we do not validate, it is one that we can imitate and emulate.  If God has a witness, so must we.  We, therefore, are to mirror heaven.  The saints in heaven confirm this for us today.  Read Revelation 6:9.  They are in heaven because of the testimony or witness they maintained about Christ (cf. 1:2, 9).  Read Revelation 12:17.  In other words, we must copy the witness of heaven.  Heaven testifies of Christ.  He is the God man.  He suffered for his people.  There is life only in him.  We must have the same testimony.   God is a witness, and we must be as well.  

9.  If you are not a Christian, hear the summons from the court of heaven.  If you are, a Christian, become what heaven was for you in sharing the content and consequences of the gospel. 

