I John 5:18-21

I.   Introduction

Our faith is propositional.  There are elements that we must believe and actions we must engage absent which there is no Christianity.

II. Three final affirmations and a final exhortation summons us to remain true.

1.  John concludes with three final affirmations (18-20) that define our faith.  Appl:  propositions/postmodernism.  I think it unique that there are three.  John has constructed three tests and has three witnesses.  Here are three elements we must apprehend and believe.  Each verse begins with we know.  The particular verb stresses facts.  What follows is the basis of our faith.  First (18), the dominion of sin is forever broken over God’s child.  This does not mean that sin is not in us in the sense of capacity.  But we cease to live in sin.  Our continuance in our old way of life is severed.  How did we arrive at such a disposition?  We have been begotten of God.  God birthed or acted upon us (perfect passive participle) to break sin’s dominion.  The action and origin of the new birth are utterly and totally divine (of God).  Appl:  The new birth is not a cooperative or synergistic event.  Thus, the cause of our breach with sin is the new birth.  But there is another cause.  Jesus keeps us.  Read 18b.  The countervailing force to sin is the cross.  See Romans 6:6f.  Furthermore, Jesus preserves and protects so that the evil one cannot touch us (get at us).  See John 17:12, 15 and Revelation 3:10.  The point of the figure is that Satan cannot destroy us spiritually.  Appl:  If you are living in sin, it is a total contradiction and denial of the faith.  Appl:  The claim of Arminianism that a true believer can totally and finally fall away fails to reckon with the power of the cross.

2.  From Satan and sin, John moves to the world in proposition two.  Read 5:29.  The emphatic declaration is that we are of God.  Our inclinations and dispositions to godliness are from and of him.  The new birth changes us.  It is an essential proposition.  Conversely, the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.  Notice that there are but two types of men; those that are of God and the world.  And the world is a hostile place.  John says it does not know God (G 1:10), works are evil (G 7:7), is a place of hatred (G 15:19), and is passing away (I 2:17).  We are extricated from its power and destiny.

3.  The third proposition (20) is that we have new minds to know the truth.  How did we come by this?  The Son of God has come.  The stress is upon his divinity (G 8:42).  As such, he has power.  He has given us understanding.  This word can also be translated minds.  See Hebrews 8:10 and Ezekiel 36:26.  Since we were once under the power and sway of the devil and the world, we have now come to the truth because Christ has given us new minds.  Notice he gave.  Illus:  transplant surgery.  As such, our affections and dispositions have changed.  We believe facts (re: Christ) as the result of his gift.  Appl:  free will and total depravity, the world, and the devil.  Notice the result of his gift as stated in the purpose clause.  We might know (truth contra error).  The word true is used three times in this one verse.  And all of them are a reference to Christ.  He is true.  He is the God man, truly God and truly man; one person two natures.  The last reference is as clear a proof text on his identity as God as there is in all of Scripture.  Jesus Christ is the true God.  As God, he creates and sustains the spiritual life of his people.  There is and can be no spiritual life outside of him.  It is the certain mandate that we can only know God through Christ, and we can only have life through Christ.  The veracity of faith is inextricably linked to him.  Without him, all is lost.  These propositions are so essential that you cannot deny them and be a Christian.  John’s context seals this because these words are targeted at the false teachers that have come into his Churches.

4.  The last proposition is something we must engage.  The first three involve the embracing of the fact of all that Christ is and has done.  Now, we must act.  Read vs. 21.  The imperative has the force of action that is to be undertaken at once.   The word is used in reference to the actions of a guard or sentry.  See Luke 11:21(reference to Satan who is overcome), 2 Timothy 4:15 and 2 Peter 3:17 (notice the reference to a false teachers).  These are actions pertaining to our responsibility in the faith.  Appl:  you must be discerning and studious and diligent.  But in the end, we engage such because it is God who has engaged us.  See 2 Thessalonians 3:3 and Jude 24.  This is our ability and hope.

5.  But the force of the imperative is that false teaching will lead us to a false god or a false conception about the true God.  Both are deadly.  The former is well established.  But let us examine the latter.  Believing the wrong things about the right God is idolatry.  Illus:  I Samuel 15:23 (reject the word and disobeyed [cf. v. 26]) and Philippians 3:19 (false teachers:  Judaizers [3:2 and food laws] or libertines [passions] re:  earthly things).  In other words, you can have a false god or the right God but a wrong approach to him.  Both are considered idolatry.  See Beale, We Become What We Worship, p,  288ff.  Cf. Philippians 3:21.  Jesus changes us to be like him.  And he will destroy all idols.  This is the reason for our closing imperative.  It is an invective to the false teachers and a warning about leaving the truth for what is false.  Appl:  witness to errant “believers” today.

6.  We must believe Christ.  We must engage the proper response to him.

