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I.   Introduction

Restoration is a critical word.  Think of a massive storm, and the work to re-build.  This is not unlike the prospect of our epistle.

II.  The new birth secures the right outcome and restoration.

1.  False teachers have caused the storm.  Read 2:18-19 and 4:1.  These texts presume that they have left.  But what have they left.  There is a residual of their theology and its application.  Perhaps some of their disciples have gone underground to await a better day to re-emerge.  I am sure personal acrimony is present.  In the heat of battle, things often turn Regardless, John writes to restore.  Appl:  restoration.  If they have left John’s Churches, where have they gone?   

2.  I follow a traditional understanding that the epistle contains three tests:  moral (obedience) [See 1:6], doctrinal (Christology) [See 2:24], and social (love) [4:11].  The application for today is quite palpable.  We live in a very anti-nomian or libertine age.  But obedience is an essential part of the Christian life.  See 2:5 and 3:10.  We live in a very anti-doctrinal age.  It is interesting that the word “know” is used forty times in this epistle.  There is an essential and defined element that we must embrace.  John centers this on the person and work of Christ because this was where the enemy had attacked.  Appl:  erosion of inerrancy and imputation.  We live in a very self-centered age.  John uses the word love forty-six times.  

3.  The structure of the book contains two “passes” at each of the tests meaning six major sections (recapitulation).  Illus:  different camera angels to get the call right.  The tests are meant to correct error.  But they also have the positive effect of re-defining and re-affirming who we are and what we must believe.   I say “must” because this world dominion and its theology are passing away.  See 2:17.  In the interim, this is a hostile and corrosive place for the Christian.  This is where the tests can help us.  And we are passing through it untouched to emerge into glory.  See 5:19-20.

4.  Beyond the restoration, John pauses on two occasions to provide assurance.  Battles can leave people tentative and unsure.  See 2:13-14 and 5:13-14.  Even in storms there are bright spots.  It is the reminder that in an age of doubt and skepticism, we can be sure and confident.   Appl:  joy that comes from obedience, holding fast to the truth, and loving.

5.  Beyond assurance and joy, there is the settled realization that we “pass” the tests because God is with us.  John is proposing that there are essentials of the faith that we must do and believe.  He is also affirming that grace is the provision.  Grace meets us and changes us.  There are requirements, but grace is the resource and the enablement.  This is the reality of the new birth.  

6.  John uses the verb born again ten times.  See 2:29, 3:9 (2x), 4:7, 5:1 (3x), 5:4, and 5:18 (2x).  In every instance but one, the passive voice is used.  What this means is that we are acted upon by God to generate spiritual life.  At the expense of being pedantic, children cannot beget themselves.  They are the product and not the cause of birth.  And it is so with us.  See Romans 4:17 and Ephesians 2:5.  Furthermore, in each of these instances, there is a present aspect of the perfect tense (completed action in the past with continuing results to the present).  That present aspect is one of the tests of faith.  What I am saying is that the new birth causes us to obey, love, and believe the right things.  The logical relationship is cause and effect.  And in all but one (5:1 where aorist active participle is used) there is the further modifier with the prepositional phrase “of God” (or of him).  See John 1:13 (passive voice) and 3:3 (passive voice).  

7.  Let us examine each reference to the new birth (γεννάω):


a.  I John 2:29 (perfect indicative passive):  We are begotten of God.  What is the evidence or the effect?  It is the practice of righteousness (substantival present active participle with righteousness as direct object).


b.  I John 3:9 (2x):  The first use is the perfect passive participle serving as the subject of the verb “practice” with the direct object sin.  The new birth breaks the dominion and continual practice of sin.  Notice the causal clause (ὅτι): because his (God’s) seed abides in him.  The second use is the perfect indicative passive.  It is part of a subordinate causal clause.  He is not able to sin because he is begotten of God.  Sin still lives in us, but we do not live in sin as a way of life.


c.  I John 4:7 (perfect indicative passive):  The new birth secures our ability to love.  Love is a present aspect of the life of one who is born again.


d.  I John 5:1 (3x):  Focus just on the first use (perfect indicative passive).  The new birth secures our ability to believe in Jesus as the anointed of God.  See 5:20 (God gives us minds to believe correctly).


e.  I John 5:4:  The perfect passive participle forms the subject of the sentence.  The verb is overcome with the world as direct object.  In other words, the new birth is our ability to overcome.  The world system cannot destroy our faith because God has birthed us and insures our faithfulness.


f.  I John 5:18 (2x):  The perfect passive participle is substantival.  We do not live in sin.  The new birth secures this.  Notice the second use:  aorist passive participle referencing Jesus.  In other words, Jesus keeps us.

8.  Regeneration is our restoration and protection from error and the enablement to obey, love, and believe the truth.

